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Messi to begin Argentina's final group match
on bench, could feature as substitute

28 June 2026
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Is Kylie Jenner going to 
be mother again? See page

Chattogram Bureau

The Chittagong City Corporation has
finally been forced to cancel the contract
signed using the names of two world-
renowned construction companies,
dreaming of implementing a monorail
project worth around Tk 30,000 crore in
Chittagong city. The Chittagong City
Corporation finally took this decision after
the Egyptian Embassy officially informed
the Bangladesh Foreign Ministry that

Kausar Alam Chowdhury, who claimed to
be an authorized representative of Egypt-
based construction company 'Orascom
Construction' and Middle East-based
company 'The Arab Contractors', was not
actually a representative of any of the
companies.
City Corporation forced to cancel fake
'monorail' contract in Chittagong after
Egypt's warning 1 On Wednesday (June
24), an office order signed by Mayor Dr.
Shahadat ♦♦ see page 2

PM’s Malaysia, China visits open new
chapter in bilateral cooperation: Fakhrul

Staff Correspondent

LGRD and Cooperatives Minister Mirza
Fakhrul Islam Alamgir yesterday said
Prime Minister Tarique Rahman’s
recent visits to Malaysia and China
have opened a new horizon of bilateral
cooperation based on mutual respect
and shared interests.He made the
remarks while moving a thanksgiving
motion in the Jatiya Sangsad in recog-
nition of the “remarkable success” of
the prime minister’s official visits to
Malaysia and China from June 21-
26.“The visits of Prime Minister and
leader of the House Tarique Rahman,
as the head of a democratic govern-
ment formed through a long anti-fascist

movement, have an immense signifi-
cance for Bangladesh,” the minister
said.He added, “Through these visits,
Bangladesh’s relations with Malaysia
and China have become stronger, and
a new horizon of bilateral cooperation
has been opened based on mutual
respect and mutual interests.”Fakhrul
said Bangladesh and China signed 17
Memorandums of Understanding
(MoUs) during the visit. He added that
fruitful high-level meetings between the
two sides laid the foundation for posi-
tive progress in economic cooperation,
investment, trade expansion and efforts
to resolve the Rohingya crisis.The min-
ister also said the prime minister had
set a positive ♦♦ see page 2

Imagination, collective
action key to creating bet-
ter future, building three-
zero world: Prof Yunus

Staff Correspondent

Nobel Peace Laureate
Muhammad Yunus on
Saturday urged social
business practitioners
from across the globe to
renew their commitment
to building a world of
"three zeros", saying
imagination and collec-
tive action are key to cre-
ating a better future.
Prof Yunus described the
annual gathering as an
opportunity for partici-
pants to "recharge their
batteries" by exchanging
ideas, sharing experi-
ences and inspiring one
another.
"We gather together
again on Social Business
Day and talk to each
other, getting inspired by
each other's work. Our
batteries are completely
recharged, ready to go
and take the whole world
with us," he said while
speaking at the 16th edi-
tion of Social Business
Day, organised by the
Yunus Centre and
Grameen Group, at the
Samajik Convention
Centre in Zirabo, 

♦♦ see page 7

Mother, 3 daughters
killed in Lakshmipur
laid to rest in Cumilla
Staff Correspondent

A woman and her three
daughters who were
hacked to death in
Lakhsmipur district on
Thursday were laid to
eternal rest at the family
graveyard in Homna
upazila in Cumilla district
on Friday night.They
were buried  following a
second namaz-e-janaza
held at Lotiya Eidgah
ground in Lotiya village
around 10:00 pm.Earlier,
their first namaz-e-
janaza was held in
Lakshmipur before the
bodies were brought to
their ancestral home at
Lotiya village in
C u m i l l a . S h a h i n u r
Begum, 38, wife of Md
Kamal and her three
daughters-- Saima Akter,
21, a student of Dhaka
University, Iqra Akter 17,
a college student, and
Shifa Akter, 9-- were
hacked to death in an
attack by a young man in 

♦♦ see page 2

Build social movement
to ensure food safety:
DSCC Administrator

Staff Correspondent

Calling for greater public
awareness and collec-
tive action to ensure safe
food for all, Dhaka South
City Corporation (DSCC)
Abdus Salam on
Saturday urged people
from all walks of life to
build a social movement
against food adulter-
ation.He made the call
while addressing a dis-
cussion marking World
Food Safety Day and the
6th anniversary of the
Food Safety Movement
as the chief guest in the
city. The programme was
organised by the Food
Safety Movement.The
DSCC Administrator said
food safety is directly
linked to people's every-
day lives and that ensur-
ing safe food cannot be
achieved through
enforcement drives
alone."Public awareness
remains one of the
biggest challenges in 

♦♦ see page 7

Shaikh Farid urges
Lions Club to expand

mother and child
healthcare services

Staff Correspondent

State Minister for
Environment, Forest and
Climate Change Shaikh
Faridul Islam yesterday
called on the Lions Club
to expand its services by
strengthening maternal
and child healthcare,
autism rehabilitation and
eye care
programmes.Speaking
as the chief guest at the
inauguration of a new
operation theatre at
Khulna Lions Eye
Hospital, the minister
praised the international
service organisation for
its longstanding contribu-
tion to public
welfare."The Lions Club
can play a greater role
by enhancing maternal
and child healthcare
services and autism
rehabilitation pro-
grammes alongside its
eye care initiatives," he
said.Faridul Islam said
the Lions Club has set a
commendable example
in serving people and
stressed that dedication,
sincerity, and honesty
are essential for deliver-
ing quality services. "If 

♦♦ see page 2

City Corporation forced to cancel fake 'monorail'
contract in Chittagong after Egypt's warning

Baraiyarhat Municipal Businessman
Killed in Road Accident in Mirsarai

Jewel Nag, Mirsharai, Chattogram 

A garage owner named
Mohammad Ali (50) was
killed while crossing the
road in Mirsarai,
Chattogram.
The deceased was the son
of Fakir Ahmed from South
Mehedi Nagar village under
Hinguli Union of the upazila.
The accident occurred at
around 10:00 PM on
Wednesday on the
Chattogram-bound lane of
the Dhaka–Chattogram Highway in Baraiyarhat
Municipal Market.
According to highway police and the victim’s family
members, Mohammad Ali was returning home on
Wednesday night after finishing work at his garage.
While crossing the highway near the Green Tower area
of Baraiyarhat Municipal Market, he was hit by a speed-
ing covered van and sustained critical injuries. Local res-
idents rescued him and took him to Chattogram Medical
College Hospital, where he died at around 2:00 AM while
undergoing treatment.
Kamalran Mehedi, a neighbor of the deceased, said that
Mohammad Ali owned a vehicle repair garage in
Baraiyarhat Municipal Market. While returning home
after work on Wednesday night, he suffered a severe
head injury when a covered van struck him as he was
crossing the road. He was rushed to Chattogram
Medical College ♦♦ see page 7

Staff Correspondent

A total of 68,297 Bangladeshi Hajj pil-
grims have returned home from Saudi
Arabia as of Friday, following the com-
pletion of this year's Hajj held on May
26.
"A total of 188 return flights were oper-
ated by three designated carriers -- 102
by Biman Bangladesh Airlines, 63 by
Saudia Airlines and 23 by Flynas
Airlines," an official said.  The Hajj office
said that so far, 4,459 Hajis have
returned under government manage-
ment, while 63,838 have returned
under private travel agencies' arrange-
ments on 188 flights.
According to airline-wise data, 31,981
pilgrims arrived on 102 flights of Biman

Bangladesh Airlines, 23,149 on 63
flights of Saudi Airlines, 8,967 on 23
flights of Flynas Airlines and 4,200 Hajis
left Saudi Arabia on board with other
carriers.The remaining Hajis are
expected to arrive gradually through
designated airlines, the director added.
Besides, 55 Bangladeshi pilgrims have
passed away in Saudi Arabia during
Hajj, with 37 males and 18 females. Of
them, 37 died in Makkah, 17 in
Madinah and one in Jeddah. 
No deaths have been reported in Mina
or Muzdalifah.According to the Hajj bul-
letin, a total of 415 Hajis received treat-
ment from various hospitals in Saudi
Arabia due to diseases, while 11 Hajis
were hospitalized. Saudi Arabian med-
ical centres ♦♦ see page 7

Chattogram Bureau

KSRM, one of the country's leading steel
manufacturing industrial groups, has
donated state-of-the-art medical equip-
ment worth nearly Tk 20 million to
Chittagong Medical College (CMC)
Hospital to further improve the medical
services for critical patients. The equip-
ment was officially handed over to the
hospital authorities at a ceremony held at
the hospital's conference room on
Saturday (June 27).
KSRM donates medical equipment worth
Tk 2 crore to Chittagong Medical College,
from hemodialysis to 4D ultrasound 1
At the ceremony, KSRM Deputy
Managing Director Selim Uddin handed
over medical equipment to Health

Ministry Additional Secretary (Budget) Arif
Ahmed and CHMEC Hospital Director
Brigadier General Mohammad Taslim
Uddin.
KSRM handed over four hemodialysis
machines, four real-time 4D ultrasound
machines and an innovative color
Doppler system from GE brand to the
hospital authorities. The concerned per-
sons said that these equipments are
state-of-the-art and very valuable.
Speaking at the event, Additional
Secretary (Budget) of the Ministry of
Health, Arif Ahmed, said that the budget
allocated for the 2,200-bed CHMEC
Hospital is insufficient compared to the
needs. As a result, many patients become
financially destitute while seeking treat-
ment. Stating ♦♦ see page 7

KSRM donates medical equipment worth Tk 20 million to Chittagong
Medical College, from hemodialysis to 4D ultrasound

Met office forecasts rain
in parts of country

Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Meteorological
Department (BMD) yes-
terday forecasted rain in
different parts of the
country in next 24 hours
commencing from 9 am. 
"Light to moderate
rain/thunder showers
accompanied by tempo-
rary gusty wind and light-
ning flashes is likely to
occur at many places
over Rangpur,
Mymensingh & Sylhet
divisions and at a few
places over Rajshahi,
Dhaka, Khulna, Barishal
& Chattogram divisions,"
said a Met office bulletin
issued this
morning.Besides, it said,
moderately heavy to
heavy falls may occur at
places over Rangpur and
Sylhet divisions.ay and
night temperatures may
remain nearly
unchanged over the
country.Mild heatwave is
sweeping over the dis-
tricts of Rajshahi, Pabna
& Jashore and it may
continue, the bulletin
said.The highest temper-
ature was recorded on
Friday was 36.6 degree
Celsius in Jashore, while
yesterday's minimum

♦♦ see page 7

68,297 Bangladeshi
Hajis return home

JS unanimously adopts thanksgiving motion
on PM’s successful Malaysia, China visitsa

Dhaka high-rise
building fire

leaves 2 dead
Staff Correspondent

Two people were killed
after a fire broke out at a
high-rise building in
Katabon area of
Elephant Road in the
capital early
Saturday.The deceased
were identified as Md
Jony, 24, son of Babul
Mia of Kishoreganj dis-
trict and Abdus Salam,
20, son of Selim Sarkar
of Kahalu upazila in
Bogura district.Jony
served as a clerk to
Barrister Moazzem and
Salam, a clerk of
Prosecutor Abdullah Al
Noman at the
International Crimes
Tribunal.The fire broke
out on the 12th floor of
the 14-storey Al-Baraka
Tower on Elephant Road
at around 1:05 am.On
information, six firefight-
ing units rushed to the
scene and brought the
blaze under control
around 3:08 am, said Md 

♦♦ see page 7

Staff Correspondent

The Jatiya Sangsad today unani-
mously adopted a thanksgiving
motion on Prime Minister Tarique
Rahman’s successful completion
of official visits to Malaysia and
China.
While adopting the motion, parlia-
ment members belonging to both
treasury and the opposition bench-
es described the tours as a land-
mark event in Bangladesh’s for-
eign policy and economic diploma-
cy.LGRD and Cooperatives
Minister Mirza Fakhrul Islam

Alamgir moved the motion, which
was adopted by voice votes after
threadbare discussions in the
House.
Taking part in the discussion on the
motion, Finance Minister Amir
Khosru Mahmud Chowdhury and
Leader of the Opposition in parlia-
ment Dr. Shafiqur Rahman under-
scored the strategic significance of
the prime minister’s June 21-26
two-nation visits.Before putting the
motion to a voice vote, Speaker
Hafiz Uddin Ahmad, Bir Bikram,
said the debate reflected a rare
consensus across party lines, with

lawmakers from both
the government and
the opposition placing
“thoughtful and valu-
able opinions” on the
issue.
“The discussions clear-
ly indicate that the
prime minister’s recent
visits to Malaysia and
China have opened a
new horizon in
Bangladesh’s foreign
policy,” he told the
House.
The Speaker said
members believed the
visits would further
s t r e n g t h e n

Bangladesh’s independence, sov-
ereignty and national security
while accelerating economic
development and drawing greater
international attention to the coun-
try’s security concerns.Recalling
Bangladesh’s Liberation War, he
said the nation achieved independ-
ence in 1971 through immense
sacrifices and had subsequently
overcome numerous difficult peri-
ods. He observed that there had
been governments which failed to
make adequate efforts to safe-
guard the country’s independence
and ♦♦ see page 2
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JS unanimously adopts
sovereignty.“The nation has become optimistic follow-
ing the successful visits by the leader of the House
and prime minister,” the Speaker said, adding that
people from all walks of life were expressing appreci-
ation for the achievements of the tours.He then placed
before the House the motion expressing parliament’s
gratitude to the prime minister for the outstanding suc-
cess of the official tours, which was adopted unani-
mously by voice vote.
Earlier, while moving the motion, Mirza Fakhrul Islam
Alamgir described the prime minister’s Malaysia and
China visits as highly successful and of immense
importance for Bangladesh’s diplomacy and econom-
ic interests.He said the prime minister undertook the
visits as the representative of Bangladesh’s democrat-
ic government after nearly 18 years of what he termed
“fascist rule”, adding that the tours further strength-
ened bilateral relations with both countries on the
basis of mutual respect.
The minister said several important agreements and
memorandums of understanding (MoUs) were signed
during the visits, while the prime minister established
himself as a respected national and international
leader through his commitment to public welfare and
efforts to introduce a new political culture.
Highlighting the China visit, he said 17 MoUs were
signed following bilateral discussions between the
prime minister and the Chinese leadership, while cor-
dial talks with the Chinese President deepened coop-
eration between the two countries.He said both China
and Malaysia reaffirmed their commitment to support-
ing Bangladesh’s economic development and
expressed willingness to expand cooperation further,
including extending support in addressing challenges
such as the Rohingya crisis.
The LGRD minister also lauded the prime minister for
discouraging elaborate public receptions during offi-
cial foreign visits.“Despite the remarkable success of
the tours, the prime minister instructed that no public
receptions be arranged, thereby setting a new political
culture that avoids unnecessary public inconven-
ience,” he added.
Participating in the discussion, Finance Minister Amir
Khosru Mahmud Chowdhury said the Prime Minister’s
visits had established a new ‘benchmark’ for
Bangladesh’s diplomacy by reaffirming the country’s
commitment to mutual respect, mutual interests, non-
interference in internal affairs and strategic autonomy.
“The visits were firmly rooted in Bangladesh’s long-
standing foreign policy principles of maintaining
friendly relations with all countries based on mutual
respect, shared interests, non-interference and strate-
gic autonomy,” he said.The finance minister said the
prime minister’s decision not to arrange large crowds
or ceremonial receptions at airports reflected a signif-
icant ‘cultural change’ in Bangladesh’s political prac-
tice and set an important standard for future demo-
cratic politics.
He said Bangladesh would never compromise its
national interests and would continue to utilise every
opportunity for economic cooperation with all coun-
tries for the benefit of its people.Highlighting
Malaysia’s importance, Amir Khosru said Bangladesh
has significant interests there in labour migration,
energy cooperation, trade and investment.
Referring to China as Bangladesh’s largest trading
partner and a key development partner, he said dis-
cussions focused on reducing the trade imbalance by
increasing Bangladeshi exports to the Chinese mar-
ket.“The successful visits have not only strengthened

bilateral relations with Malaysia and China but also
reaffirmed the principles that will guide Bangladesh’s
engagement with the international community in the
years ahead,” he added.Leader of the opposition Dr.
Shafiqur Rahman also expressed his party’s support
for the motion, reaffirming the opposition’s commit-
ment to safeguarding Bangladesh’s independent for-
eign policy and national interests.
“Bangladesh belongs to all its citizens,” he said,
stressing that the country should pursue a truly inde-
pendent foreign policy. “The country comes first.”
Assuring the government of the opposition’s coopera-
tion on issues involving national interests, he said the
opposition would always stand beside any initiative
that served the country’s greater interests.Describing
Malaysia and China as Bangladesh’s longstanding
and trusted friends, Dr. Rahman said the country
remains an import-dependent economy and empha-
sised the need to diversify both exports and overseas
employment through short, medium and long-term
planning.
He expressed the hope that these priorities had been
addressed during the prime minister’s discussions
with the two countries.
he opposition leader also underscored the importance
of parliamentary democracy and called for placing
major international agreements before parliament to
ensure greater transparency and accountability.e said
Bangladesh’s relations with all countries should be
based on mutual respect, equality and mutual interest
while maintaining an independent foreign policy free
from external interference.Dr. Shafiqur Rahman fur-
ther said parliament should remain the focal point of
all state affairs and called for strengthening democrat-
ic practices through constructive engagement
between the government and the opposition.He also
stressed the need for a healthier political culture in
which the ruling party respects the opposition while
the opposition contributes constructively to nation-
building instead of opposing every government initia-
tive.
Concluding his speech, the opposition leader wished
the prime minister good health, long life and continued
success before reiterating his party’s support for the
thanksgiving motion.
The unanimous adoption of the motion reflected an
uncommon consensus across the political divide, with
both the government and the opposition acknowledg-
ing the strategic importance of the prime minister’s
Malaysia and China visits in advancing Bangladesh’s
foreign policy, economic diplomacy and national inter-
ests.

Shaikh Farid urges Lions Club 
quality services are ensured, there will never be a
shortage of beneficiaries," he added.The state minis-
ter also assured the organisation of the government's
support in implementing humanitarian and public wel-
fare programmes.Khulna City Corporation
Administrator Nazrul Islam Monju attended the pro-
gramme as the special guest. Khulna Development
Authority (KDA) Chairman Advocate Shafiqul Alam
Mona, Lions leaders AKM Golam Faruque and Sabina
Siddiqua and Dr M Borhan Uddin also spoke on the
occasion.The programme was chaired by senior Lions
member Dr Ranjit Kumar Nath, while Dr Monoj Kumar
Das delivered the welcome address.

PM’s Malaysia, China visits open
example in the country’s political culture by ending the
long-standing practice of colourful receptions before
departing for and after returning from official foreign

visits.“Our leader has already established a strong
position both nationally and internationally. The peo-
ple of Bangladesh believe that he is working firmly for
the welfare of the people and creating new precedents
by abandoning old negative political practices,” he
said.Finance Minister Amir Khosru Mahmud
Chowdhury and Leader of the Opposition Dr Shafiqur
Rahman also took part in the discussion on the
thanksgiving motion. Later, Speaker Hafiz Uddin
Ahmad, Bir Bikram, put the motion to a voice vote,
and it was unanimously adopted by the House.

Mother, 3 daughters killed in 
Raipur municipality of Lakshmipur district on
Thursday.The alleged attacker identified as Antar
Majumder, 28 was later beaten to death by an angry
mob.Sifat, 19, son of Shahinur and the lone survivor
of the family, filed a case over the brutal killing of four
members of his family with Raipur Police Station on
Friday.

City Corporation forced
Hossain announced the cancellation of the
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) and Letter of
Agreement (MOA) related to the monorail project signed
with Kausar Alam Chowdhury.
On June 1, 2025, the Chittagong City Corporation signed
a memorandum of understanding with the fake company
at the chamber auditorium at the Agrabad World Trade
Center in Chittagong.
On June 1, 2025, the Chittagong City Corporation signed
a memorandum of understanding with the fake company
at the chamber auditorium at the Agrabad World Trade
Center in Chittagong.
Earlier on Monday (June 22), the Egyptian Embassy in
Dhaka informed the Bangladesh Foreign Ministry and
the Bangladesh Investment Development Authority
(BIDA) in writing that Kausar Alam Chowdhury was not
an authorized representative of Orascom or The Arab
Contractors. The next day, the Foreign Ministry informed
the Chittagong City Corporation about the matter and
instructed it to take necessary action. After receiving that
information, Mayor Dr. Shahadat Hossain signed a doc-
ument canceling all previous contracts.
In a meeting with a delegation of the Dhaka Transport
Coordination Authority (DTCA) at the Chittagong City
Corporation's rest house on June 6, Greater Chittagong
Economic Forum President Amir Humayun Mahmud
Chowdhury said that monorail could be a more realistic
and cost-effective solution in Chittagong than metrorail. If
implemented, it will make travel easier for city residents
and speed up business and commerce.
In a meeting with a delegation of the Dhaka Transport
Coordination Authority (DTCA) at the Chittagong City
Corporation's rest house on June 6, Greater Chittagong
Economic Forum President Amir Humayun Mahmud
Chowdhury said that monorail could be a more realistic
and cost-effective solution in Chittagong than metrorail. If
implemented, it will make travel easier for city residents
and speed up business and commerce.
The Chittagong City Corporation's office order men-
tioned that a memorandum of understanding was signed
with Kausar Alam Chowdhury on June 1, 2025, and a
contract was signed on June 24, 2025, to examine the
feasibility of the monorail project in Chittagong
Metropolitan City. Later, a letter was also sent to BIDA
seeking the necessary approval and cooperation for the
project. But according to information received from the
Egyptian Embassy and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Kausar Alam Chowdhury is not an authorized represen-
tative of the consortium concerned. In this situation, all
contracts signed with him have been canceled.
A copy of the office order has been sent to the Executive

Chairman of BIDA, the Secretary of the Local
Government Department, and the Director General of
the Africa Division of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
On June 20, a Dhaka-based daily called 'Agamir Soyo'
published an investigative report on the allegations of
fraud surrounding the Chittagong monorail project, which
sparked widespread discussion. Later, after the positions
of the Egyptian embassy, ??the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, and relevant foreign institutions became clear,
the Chittagong City Corporation decided to cancel the
contract.
The newspaper's investigation revealed that a group
using the names of world-renowned construction compa-
ny 'Orascom Construction' and Egyptian state-owned
company 'The Arab Contractors' signed a memorandum
of understanding and agreement with the Chittagong
City Corporation in the name of implementing a monorail
project worth about Tk 30,000 crore in Chittagong city. At
the request of the Chittagong City Corporation to verify
the feasibility and implementation of the project, the
Bangladesh Investment Development Authority (BIDA)
considered the matter as a foreign investment project
and sent a letter to the Ministry of Road Transport and
Bridges, Local Government Department and Power
Department to take necessary measures. Later, the proj-
ect also found a place in various government-level meet-
ings, coordination meetings and policy-making discus-
sions.
However, the investigation revealed that the people
behind the agreement did not have any valid authoriza-
tion letter, power of attorney or legal document of repre-
sentation from the two foreign institutions. When asked
about the matter, BIDA and Chittagong City Corporation
could not produce any such document. Then, the Cairo
headquarters of Orascom Construction stated in writing
that they do not have any authorized representative in
Bangladesh and that no person named Kausar Alam
Chowdhury is associated with the company. Later, the
Egyptian Embassy in Dhaka also expressed a similar
position after the investigation, calling the entire claim
baseless.
The newspaper's investigation revealed the name of
Kausar Alam Chowdhury as the main mastermind of the
fraud ring. He claimed to be an authorized representative
of 'The Arab Contractors' and 'Orascom Construction'
and attended various government offices and meetings.
Although he showed a trade license from Gazipur City
Corporation as proof of approval from a foreign organiza-
tion, he could not show any document of mandatory
approval from BIDA or RJSC. The alleged CEO of
Peninsula Consortium, M Ali Nazir Shaheen, was asso-
ciated with the same ring. According to RAB information,
he was arrested and convicted on charges of defrauding
members of the military of crores of taka in the past and
was later declared undesirable in various army establish-
ments. The investigation also revealed that this ring was
not limited to the monorail project in Chittagong, but they
also communicated and acted with various government
institutions regarding investment proposals for a solar
power project in Khulna and a port in Mongla.
Meanwhile, in a contract with the Chittagong City
Corporation, the name of Amir Humayun Mahmud
Chowdhury, president of an organization called 'Greater
Chittagong Economic Forum', along with the fake organ-
ization 'Arab Contractors-Orascom Peninsula
Consortium' created by the fraud ring, has been seen.
He is the brother of Finance Minister Amir Khasru
Mahmud Chowdhury. Amir Humayun Mahmud
Chowdhury has been seen leading every event, meeting
and conference of the fraud ring regarding the alleged
monorail. Ali Nazir Shaheen, one of the main leaders of
the fraud ring, is the member secretary of the organiza-
tion called 'Greater Chittagong Economic Forum'.

The need for better public
service delivery

Citizens deserve services that are transpar-
ent, predictable, and fair
It is truly disheartening how, despite claims of progress
and development, citizens continue to endure harass-
ment, bribery, and endless delays in accessing even
the most basic public services. 
To that end, Transparency International Bangladesh’s
revelation that passport services top the corruption list
is unsurprising. What should be routine, obtaining a

passport, has become
nothing if not a labyrinth
of exploitation. The
passport office is of
course not an isolated
case but a symptom of a
deeper malaise. To call
how we receive public
services any form of
service delivery would
be generous.
Corruption in public
services has played a
major role in eroding
trust in the government.
Indeed, when citizens
must pay bribes simply
to secure documents,
licenses, or utilities, they
are certainly not being
served but rather are
being preyed upon. 
What is even more egre-
gious is that historically,
such practices have dis-
proportionately harmed
the poor and middle
class, who lack the con-
nections or resources to
bypass corrupt systems.
Much like always, the
affluent classes face lit-
tle to no issues.
It is about time the gov-
ernment stopped treat-
ing corruption as an
unfortunate side effect of
bureaucracy, especially
when it comes to public
service delivery. It must
be acknowledged for
what it is: A systemic fail-
ure that demands sys-

temic reform. 
Bangladesh may have made strides in expanding
access to services, but expansion without accountabili-
ty only multiplies opportunities for graft, which is what
we have seen over the years. Citizens deserve servic-
es that are transparent, predictable, and fair. They
deserve a system where rights are guaranteed, not
negotiated through bribes.
Tackling corruption in service delivery is a foundational
element of governance. Public services must serve the
people, not exploit them.

We must reduce our dependence
on imported edible oil

Bangladesh cannot claim true food security until this happens
Although Bangladesh has achieved remarkable
progress in rice production and staple food availability,
the edible oil sector continues to expose a deep struc-
tural weakness in the agricultural economy. 
Every year, billions of dollars leave the country to meet
domestic demand for vegetable oil, creating a silent but
serious burden on foreign currency reserves and nation-
al economic stability.
According to recent estimates from the SAARC
Agriculture Centre (SAC) and the Bangladesh Bureau of
Statistics (BBS), Bangladesh currently imports more
than 70% of its edible oil requirement, costing the nation
billions annually. 
In a period marked by global market instability, geopolit-
ical tensions, and unpredictable supply chains, such
heavy dependence on foreign imports is an economic
concern and a strategic vulnerability.
Of the total import bill in the last fiscal year, soybean oil
accounted for Tk 33,361 crore, representing nearly 59%
of total spending, while palm oil imports cost Tk 22,954
crore or about 41%.
The statistics show a significant shift in import patterns
compared with FY 2023-24. Expenditure on palm oil
imports declined by 31.4%, falling from Tk 33,461 crore
to Tk 22,954 crore. In contrast, spending on soybean oil
surged dramatically by around 150%, rising from Tk
13,329 crore to Tk 33,361 crore. 
Industry observers attribute the increase largely to high-
er import volumes and fluctuations in international
prices.
The challenge is not rooted in a lack of agricultural
potential. Bangladesh possesses fertile land, experi-
enced farmers and a strong agricultural research infra-
structure. 
The real problem lies in policy priorities, weak market
systems, and decades of underinvestment in the oilseed
sector. 
While rice cultivation has consistently received strong
institutional support, oilseed crops have remained con-
fined to marginal lands with limited incentives and poor
technological support.
Research institutions such as the Bangladesh
Agricultural Research Institute (BARI), the Bangladesh
Institute of Nuclear Agriculture (BINA) and agricultural
universities have already developed several high-yield-
ing, climate-resilient oilseed varieties capable of signifi-
cantly increasing domestic production.
Short-duration mustard varieties including BARI
Sarisha-14, 15 and 17 have demonstrated that oilseed
cultivation can successfully fit into existing rice-based
cropping systems without threatening national grain
security.
This innovation is particularly important for Bangladesh,
where expanding agricultural land horizontally is almost

impossible. The future therefore depends on vertical
expansion, producing more from the same land through
improved varieties, mechanization, better seed systems
and modern farming practices.
The coastal belt also offers a promising frontier. Salt-tol-
erant sunflower varieties are already showing encourag-
ing results in districts such as Bhola, Noakhali, and
Patuakhali, where traditional dry-season crops often
struggle due to salinity.
Similarly, improved soybean and sesame varieties are
creating new opportunities in southern and drought-
prone regions.
However, scientific breakthroughs alone will not solve
the crisis unless they reach farmers effectively. 
One of the most serious barriers remains the shortage of
quality certified seeds. Too many farmers still rely on
low-quality farm-saved seeds that limit productivity and
discourage commercial-scale cultivation. 
Strengthening community seed systems, expanding
multiplication programs, and encouraging private sector
participation are therefore essential.
The government must also recognize that oilseed devel-
opment requires the same level of strategic importance
once given to rice production. 
Farmers need access to affordable machinery, low-inter-
est credit, subsidized inputs, and guaranteed market
facilities. 
At the same time, the domestic edible oil processing
industry must modernize its extraction and storage tech-
nologies to improve efficiency and product quality. 
Public-private partnerships can play a decisive role
here. Decentralized processing hubs, contract farming
arrangements and transparent buy-back systems would
not only protect farmers from market volatility but also
encourage long-term investment in oilseed cultivation.
Consumer awareness is equally important. Locally-pro-
duced mustard oil and other indigenous edible oils pos-
sess nutritional and cultural value that should be pro-
moted more aggressively.
Building consumer confidence in domestic products can
help create a stronger local market and reduce depend-
ence on imported alternatives.
Bangladesh has repeatedly demonstrated its ability to
overcome agricultural challenges through coordinated
policy, scientific innovation, and farmer resilience. The
edible oil sector deserves the same national commit-
ment. 
Reducing import dependency is not simply about saving
foreign currency. It is about protecting economic sover-
eignty, strengthening rural livelihoods, and ensuring
long-term food security.

What is even more
egregious is that
historically, such
practices have dis-
proportionately
harmed the poor
and middle class,
who lack the con-
nections or
resources to
bypass corrupt
systems. Much like
always, the affluent
classes face little
to no issues.
It is about time the
government
stopped treating
corruption as an
unfortunate side
effect of bureau-
cracy, especially
when it comes to
public service
delivery. It must be
acknowledged for
what it is: A sys-
temic failure that
demands systemic
reform. 

Md. Neyamul Hossain

The coastal belt also offers a promising
frontier. Salt-tolerant sunflower varieties
are already showing encouraging results
in districts such as Bhola, Noakhali, and
Patuakhali, where traditional dry-season

crops often struggle due to salinity.
Similarly, improved soybean and sesame

varieties are creating new opportunities in
southern and drought-prone regions.

However, scientific breakthroughs alone
will not solve the crisis unless they reach
farmers effectively.  One of the most seri-
ous barriers remains the shortage of qual-
ity certified seeds. Too many farmers still
rely on low-quality farm-saved seeds that

limit productivity and discourage com-
mercial-scale cultivation.  Strengthening

community seed systems, expanding mul-
tiplication programs, and encouraging pri-

vate sector participation are therefore
essential. The government must also rec-
ognize that oilseed development requires

the same level of strategic importance
once given to rice production.  Farmers

need access to affordable machinery, low-
interest credit, subsidized inputs, and

guaranteed market facilities. 
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Rajshahi Education Board
holds coordination meeting

ahead of HSC exams
Staff Correspondent

The Rajshahi Education
Board held an exchange
meeting yesterday with
exam center in-charge
officers at the Rajshahi
Central Jail Auditorium to
ensure the smooth con-
duct of the upcoming
2026 Higher Secondary
Certificate (HSC) exami-
nations.Board Chairman
Professor Dr. Shamim
Ara Chowdhury presided
over the meeting, while
Education Minister Dr. A
N M Ehsanul Haque
Milon joined virtually as
the chief guest.
Addressing the officers,
Dr. Milon stressed the
need for a fair, disci-
plined and well-coordi-
nated examination
process. He urged cen-
ter in-charges to main-
tain close communica-
tion with the education
board, local administra-
tion, lw enforcement and
respective colleges. He
also called upon public
representatives, teach-
ers, and guardians to
cooperate fully.This year,
a total of 140,830 exami-
nees are set to sit for the
exams across 208 cen-
ters in the eight districts 

♦♦ see page 7

National Vitamin ‘A’ Plus
Campaign Today

Staff Correspondent

The National Vitamin ‘A’ Plus
Campaign will be held simultaneous-
ly across the country today. nder this
programme, the government has set
a target of feeding Vitamin ‘A’ cap-
sules to about 2,40,36,022 children
aged 6 months to 59 months. The
campaign will run from 8 am to 4
pm.However, a child-to-child search-
ing activity will be conducted in 714
wards of 290 unions of 58 upazilas in
12 districts in remote areas for four
days after the campaign.
In this campaign, organised in asso-
ciation with the Ministry of Health and
UNICEF Bangladesh, two types of
capsules will be fed to children
according to their age. Children aged
6 to 11 months will be given one blue
capsule and children aged 12 to 59
months will be given one red high-
potency vitamin 'A' capsule

each.These capsules will be distrib-
uted through about 120,000 perma-
nent centres and 500 temporary cen-
tres in crowded places like bus termi-
nals and ferry ghats across the coun-
try. Trained health workers and vol-
unteers will be engaged in this
work.In this regard, State Minister for
Health and Family Welfare Dr MA
Muhit told reporters that the National
Vitamin 'A' Plus Campaign is very
important for children to grow up
healthy, increase their immunity and
reduce the risk of malnutrition-related
deaths.
The programme will continue at des-
ignated centres from 8 am to 4 pm on
Sunday, he said.Health and Family
Welfare Minister Sardar Md
Sakhawat Husain will inaugurate the
Vitamin 'A' Capsule Campaign at a
function at Abu Sayeed Convention
Centre in city’s Shahbagh on Sunday
morning. ♦♦ see page 7

21 arrested with two boats loaded with
cement while smuggling in Myanmar

Senior Reporter. Chittagong

The Bangladesh Navy has seized 2 fishing boats carry-
ing 1,450 sacks of cement and arrested 21 smugglers
while smuggling them to Myanmar.
Based on secret information, Bangladesh Navy ships
patrolling the Bay of Bengal conducted two separate
operations approximately 13 miles off St. Martin's Island
on Friday, June 25, in the early hours of the morning.
During the operations, two engine-powered domestic
wooden fishing boats, 'FB Fatema Hosna' and 'FB Nijhu
Rabbi', carrying cement intended for smuggling to
Myanmar, were seized.
During the operation, the two seized boats were
searched. During this time, 650 bags of diamond cement
along with 10 smugglers were recovered from 'FB
Fatema Hosna' and 800 bags of diamond cement along
with 11 smugglers were recovered from 'FB Nijhu Rabbi'.
A total of 21 smugglers were arrested and 1,450 bags of
diamond cement were seized in the operation.
Necessary legal action is underway regarding the arrest-
ed persons, seized boats ♦♦ see page 7

Govt focusing on jobs, economic
growth in CHT: State Minister

Siblings attacked while
burying father's body in

Anwara, 1 arrested
Chattogram Bureau

The son and daughter of
the deceased were
attacked by neighbors
while they were burying
their father's body at the
family graveyard in
Anwara, Chittagong.
Police have arrested an
accused in a case filed in
this incident.
Accused Md. Nurul Islam
(56) was arrested from
Daya Majhi's new house
area of Barumchada
union of the upazila on
Friday (June 26) night. He
is the son of the deceased
Abdur Rahman of that
area.
According to the case
report, on June 20, at
around 5:30 am, Md.
Osman Ghani and his
family members went to
the family graveyard to dig
their father's grave. At that
time, the accused unrea-
sonablely demanded
space and obstructed the
digging of the grave.
When they protested, they
attacked Osman Ghani,
his sister Nargis Akhtar
(40) and their relatives
with country-made
weapons. They were seri-
ously injured in the attack. 

♦♦ see page 7

1st Inter-University Taekwondo
Competition begins at RU

Staff Correspondent

The first Inter-University
Taekwondo Competition
(Men and Women) is
being held at Rajshahi
University (RU) here.The
competition was inaugu-
rated by RU Pro-Vice-
Chancellor (Education)
Professor Mamunur
Rashid, as special guest,
this morning at the uni-
versity gymnasium.The
event was presided over
by Prof Md. Arifur
Rahman, Dean of the
Faculty of Agriculture
and President of the
Inter-University Games
Sub-Committee. Special
guests Treasurer Prof
Motiar Rahman,
Syndicate Member Prof
Rezaul Karim, and
Member-Secretary of the
Bangladesh Inter-
University Sports
Association Mahbubul
Alam delivered speech-
es.Director of RU's
Physical Education
Department Roksana
Begum gave the wel-
come address.After the
inauguration, the Pro-VC
(Education) exchanged
greetings with the mem-
bers of the participating
teams.Among others
present at the event
were Proctor Prof Md.
Mahbubur Rahman,
Chairman of the
Department of
Philosophy Prof Md. 

♦♦ see page 7

800 farmers got incentives including
Coconut saplings in Fakirhat

SA Kalam Fokirhat (Bagerhat) 

Incentive program for distribution of
trees/tree saplings, fertilizers and other
materials under tree plantation program
was held at Fakirhat, Bagerhat. On the
initiative of the Upazila Agriculture
Extension Department, its activities have
been started by distributing 5 Coconut
saplings, one bag of trico organic fertiliz-
er and bamboo poles to 800 farmers.
On Thursday (June 25) at 10:30 am,

Upazila Executive Officer Md. Roknuz
Zaman gave these incentives to the farm-
ers in the upazila agriculture office prem-
ises. It was presided over by upazila agri-
culture officer agriculturist Sheikh
Shakhawat Hossain. Upazila Agriculture
Extension Officer Md. Tohidul Islam,
Upazila Secondary Education Officer Md.
Golam Mostafa, Assistant Programmer
Md. Alamgir Hossain, Secondary
Academic Supervisor Asaduzzaman,
Sub-Assistant ♦♦ see page 7

Woman dies after being run over
by Prabal Express train in Patiya
Chattogram Bureau

A woman has died after being hit by a
train in Patiya. Another woman was seri-
ously injured in the incident. The accident
occurred on the railway line in the Bahuli
Shrimai Bridge area of ??Patiya
Municipality Sadar around 1 pm today,
Saturday.
The deceased, Nur Nahar (55), is a resi-
dent of Rajuarghona village in Ward No. 5
of Hoalak Union in Maheshkhali Upazila
of Cox's Bazar. She is the wife of Md.
Malek. The injured, Rasheda Begum
(60), is a resident of the same village.
She is the wife of Samiuddin. She was
first taken to Patiya Upazila Health
Complex. Later, when her condition dete-
riorated, she was sent to Chittagong
Medical College Hospital.

According to police, hospital and local
sources, Nur Nahar and Rasheda Begum
were working as daily wage labourers in a
field in Bahuli area. They were both
injured when they were hit by the Prabal
Express train from Cox's Bazar to
Chittagong while crossing the railway line
to have lunch. Local people quickly res-
cued them.
Nur Nahar died on the spot. Rasheda
Begum was taken to the hospital in seri-
ous condition. Local resident SM Reza
Ripon said that immediately after the
accident, local people rushed to the spot.
Nur Nahar died on the spot. The injured
Rasheda Begum was first taken to Patiya
Upazila Health Complex. Later, when her
condition deteriorated, she was sent to
Chittagong Medical College Hospital.
Dr. Muntahina, ♦♦ see page 7

Staff Correspondent

State Minister for Land and
Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) Affairs
Mir Mohammed Helal Uddin on
Saturday said the government
wants to ensure economic free-
dom for the people of the
Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) by
creating employment opportunities
and expanding economic activities
in the region.
"We believe the greatest freedom

for people is economic freedom.
We want to ensure this economic
freedom for the people of the CHT
under the leadership of Prime
Minister Tarique Rahman. We are
working in different sectors to cre-
ate employment opportunities," he
said while inaugurating the three-
day Hill Fruits Fair-2026 at the
Chittagong Hill Tracts Complex on
Bailey Road in the capital.The fair,
organised by Chittagong Hill Tracts
Affairs Ministry under the theme

"Paharhi Foler Ghran,
Baichitramoy Pran" (The aroma of
hill fruits, a life of diversity), will
continue until Monday.Helal said
promoting the region's fruits and
agricultural products would help
earn international recognition for
the CHT while creating employ-
ment opportunities for local peo-
ple.Referring to the Chittagong Hill
Tracts Complex established during
the tenure of martyred President
Ziaur ♦♦ see page 7

DBA intervention
saves BEXIMCO

Pharma GDR from
London delisting

Staff Correspondent

Trading in the Global
Depository Receipts
(GDRs) of BEXIMCO
Pharmaceuticals PLC on
the London Stock
Exchange (LSE) has
resumed from June 26,
after the bourse lifted its
trading suspension fol-
lowing coordinated inter-
vention by the DSE
Brokers Association of
Bangladesh (DBA).
B E X I M C O
Pharmaceuticals PLC is
the only Bangladeshi
company listed on the
LSE, having secured its
listing in 2004. The com-
pany's GDR trading was
suspended from January
2, 2026, after it failed to
publish its audited finan-
cial statements for the
year ended June 30,
2025, and subsequent
financial disclosures
within the required time-
frame.Under LSE listing
rules, any security sus-
pended continuously for
six months without reso-
lution of the suspension
ground is liable to delist-
ing, a deadline that fell
on July 2, 2026.Against 

♦♦ see page 7

People arrest 4 youths with
weapons in Hathazari and

hand them over to the police
Chattogram Bureau

Local residents have arrested four people with a foreign
firearm and five long knives in Chikandandi Union of
Hathazari, Chittagong and handed them over to the
police.
The incident took place at the house of Alam Company
in the Notunpara area of Chikandandi Union No. 12 of
the upazila on Friday (June 26) night.
The arrested are - Ariful Haque Badsha (19) of
Notunpara area, Md. Faisal Islam Jihad (17) of Aman
Bazar area, Md. Wadul Zaman Rakib (16) of Notunpara
area and Md. Hasan Murad (18) of the same area.
Locals said they were identified on suspicion of being
involved in a long-standing pattern of kidnapping and
holding garment workers and pedestrians hostage at
gunpoint in Hathazari and surrounding areas.
When the four tried to escape, locals chased them and
arrested them from a house in the Notunpara area. A for-
eign revolver and five knives were recovered from them.
Police further said that after the incident, an agitated
crowd beat up the detainees. Upon receiving informa-
tion, Hathazari Model Police Station police quickly
reached the spot, rescued them and took them to the
police station. At the same time, the recovered weapons
were seized. Hathazari Model Police Station OC
Muhammad Zahidur Rahman said that the allegations
against the four detainees are being investigated and
necessary legal action is being taken. They have been
sent to court. ♦♦ see page 7

Farroque slams Jamaat over
1971 role, urges higher

allowances for freedom fighters
Staff Correspondent

BNP lawmaker Zainul
Abdin Farroque on
Saturday strongly criti-
cised Jamaat-e-Islami
lawmakers in Parliament
over the party's role dur-
ing the 1971 Liberation
War and urged the gov-
ernment to increase
allowances for freedom
fighters.articipating in the
general discussion on
the proposed national
budget for FY2026-27,
the BNP MP from
Noakhali-2 questioned
Jamaat's position during
the Liberation War and
referred to the killing of
intellectuals in the final
days before
Bangladesh's independ-
ence."Judge yourselves.
Where were you in
1971?" Farroque said,
addressing Jamaat
MPs."Look towards the
Martyred Intellectuals
Memorial at Mirpur. A
day before independ

♦♦ see page 7

WB approves $1.1b emergency support
to safeguard food security, livelihoods

Staff Correspondent

The World Bank has approved $1.1 billion for two
projects to help Bangladesh mitigate the price and
supply volatility in the global fertilizer and fuel mar-
kets, sustain food security, and enable rapid
response.“Rising food, fertilizer, and fuel prices stem-
ming from the Middle East conflict, along with tighter
fiscal space have deeply impacted Bangladesh’s
economy, hitting smallholder farmers as well as poor
and vulnerable people the hardest,” said Jean
Pesme, World Bank Division Director for Bangladesh
and Bhutan.“The World Bank has stepped up with
immediate support to help Bangladesh mitigate this
impact to ensure fertilizer supply for rice production,
protect households, jobs and livelihoods and continue
with essential services.” Added Pesme.The
Emergency Support for Food Security Project ($300
million) will provide time-bound financing to help
Bangladesh import fertilizers critical for the Aman and
Boro seasons in July–October 2026 and October
2026–April 2027, respectively. The country imports
more than 85% of its fertilizer requirements. The proj-
ect will finance imports of 600,000 metric tons of crit-
ical fertilizers, half of which would be Urea, covering
1,400,000 hectares of rice production cultivated by
smallholder farmers, said a World Bank press
release.“Bangladesh’s food security depends on
Aman and Boro rice seasons, which together account
for about 90% of the country’s total rice production.
Further, about half the population is employed in agri-
culture sector. So, any disruption in fertilizer supply
would not only threaten food security, it would deep-
en poverty and cost ♦♦ see page 7
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Govt focusing on jobs
Rahman, the state minister said the existing facilities
are inadequate."At present there is only a school
building here. We have already started planning to
construct a full-fledged multipurpose complex under
the leadership of the ministry's secretary and the
direction of the chairman of the Chittagong Hill Tracts
Development Board," he said.
He said the proposed complex would primarily serve
disadvantaged and underprivileged people of the
region.

Rajshahi Education Board holds 
under Rajshahi Division.Board Chairman Prof.
Shamim Ara Chowdhury strictly warned that any cen-
ter official found involved in irregularities or illegal
activities would face immediate legal action. She con-
cluded the meeting by wishing the examinees suc-
cess and thanking teachers and guardians for their
dedication to preparing the students.

National Vitamin
State Minister for Health and Family Welfare Dr MA
Muhit and Prime Minister's Special Assistant Dr SM
Ziauddin Haider will be present on the occasion.
In addition, local members of parliament (MPs) will
inaugurate the Vitamin 'A' campaign along with the
local administration at district and upazila levels, while
the campaign will be implemented at the field level
through field workers and volunteers.Civil Surgeons
and Upazila Health and Family Planning Officers
(through their teams) at the district and upazila levels
will take measures for monitoring at the local level.
Apart from this, the ministry has instructed officials
concerned to complete the monitoring work at the field
level.Ahead of the campaign, Sakhawat Husain urged
all to work sincerely to make the Vitamin 'A' capsule
campaign a success.He also called upon parents to
ensure that all children aged 6 months to 5 years in
the family are fed Vitamin 'A' capsules by taking them
to the nearest campaign centre between 8 am and 4
pm on the day.Vitamin 'A' is very important for children
because Vitamin 'A' not only protects children from
malnutrition-related blindness but also increases chil-
dren's immunity, protects children from long-term diar-
rhea and reduces the risk of child death.o eliminate
blindness and malnutrition in children, Vitamin 'A' cap-
sules have been administered in Bangladesh since
1973. 

DBA intervention saves
this backdrop, foreign institutional and individual
investors wrote to the Bangladesh Securities and
Exchange Commission (BSEC) Chairman requesting
necessary measures to prevent the GDR from being
delisted and sought the cooperation of the DSE
Brokers Association of Bangladesh (DBA) in the mat-
ter.
Recognising the urgency, DBA President Saiful Islam
led swift coordination between BSEC and BEXIMCO
Pharmaceuticals' management to urge the necessary
steps in the wider interests of investors.Acting on
DBA's initiative, BSEC granted the company permis-
sion to hold a special board meeting, enabling
approval and publication of the third-quarter financial
statements for fiscal year 2024-25, the audited annu-
al financial report, and the first, second and third-quar-
ter reports for fiscal year 2025-26.
This resolved the company's reporting backlog,
prompting LSE to lift the trading suspension and
approve the resumption of GDR trading with effect
from June 26, 2026.
DBA believes the development will reinforce
Bangladesh's international capital market image and
credibility, strengthen foreign investor confidence, and
consolidate the country's position in global
markets.DBA President Saiful Islam expressed sin-
cere gratitude to Finance and Planning Minister Amir
Khosru Mahmud Chowdhury, Prime Minister's Special
Assistant for Investment and Capital Markets Tanvir
Sani, BSEC Chairman Masud Khan, BSEC commis-
sioners and officials, the board and management of
BEXIMCO Pharmaceuticals PLC, and the print and
electronic media for their cooperation and effective
support.DBA hopes the government will continue to
prioritise attracting greater foreign investment into
Bangladesh's capital market and will sustain investor-
friendly policies, effective reforms, and timely meas-
ures to build international investor confidence.

Woman dies after being
the on-duty doctor at Patiya Upazila Health Complex,

said, "Rasheda Begum was brought to the hospital in a
seriously injured condition. She suffered a deep injury to
the left side of her head and had a blood clot. As her
physical condition is critical, she has been sent to
Chittagong Medical College Hospital for advanced treat-
ment."
Upon receiving the information, the Railway Police and
Patiya Police Station reached the spot and recovered the
body. Along with preparing a post-mortem report, neces-
sary legal proceedings have been initiated.

Siblings attacked while burying
It has also been alleged that Nargis Akhtar's gold orna-
ments were snatched during the attack.
In this incident, on June 22, injured Md. Osman Gani
filed a case with Anwara Police Station, accusing five
people as the plaintiff.
Anwara Police Station Officer-in-Charge (OC) Md.
Junayet Chowdhury said that a case has been registered
based on the written complaint of the injured after the
incident. One accused in the case has been arrested and
sent to court. Police operations are continuing to arrest
the remaining accused.

1st Inter-University Taekwondo
Ariful Islam, hall provosts, and other relevant teachers
and officials.A total of 71 competitors are participating
in the competition from the host RU, as well as
University of Chittagong, Begum Rokeya University,
Jashore 
University of Science and Technology, Dhaka
University of Engineering and Technology, Hajee
Mohammad Danesh Science and Technology
University, and the National University.

WB approves $1.1b emergency
jobs,” said Souleymane Coulibaly, World Bank Lead

Economist and Task Team Leader for the project. The
Contingent Emergency Response Project ($713 mil-
lion) will support quick-disbursing emergency expen-
ditures, including cash transfers and livelihood assis-
tance for affected households and micro, small, and
medium enterprises, helping stabilize incomes and
preserve jobs during crises. It will also finance fuel
and energy supplies to continue essential services,
including food, medicines and medical equipment,
energy, and water. The project will disburse by June
30, 2026. “This project will provide Bangladesh imme-
diate access to funds through the World Bank’s crisis

preparedness and response toolkit by repurposing
unutilized financing from existing projects, directing
resources where they are most needed and protecting
people, businesses, and jobs from the impact of
shocks,” said Lesley Jeanne Yu Cordero, World Bank
Lead Disaster Risk Management Specialist and Task
Team Leader for the project.

Farroque slams Jamaat over 1971 
ence, who wanted to deprive Bangladesh of its intel-
lectuals? You should reflect on that."Farroque said he
had heard the call to join the Liberation War from the
radio broadcast of President Ziaur Rahman and took
part in the war."When we heard the call for war in the
voice of Shaheed President Ziaur Rahman on the
radio, we were with this party. We left the university
and joined the Liberation War.”Acknowledging that
many freedom fighters are now members of Jamaat,
Farroque urged them to speak more about the
Liberation War and support greater benefits for veter-
ans."You have many freedom fighters in your party
today. When you speak, you should also demand an
increase in the allowances for freedom fighters," he
said.The BNP lawmaker said the nation would always
remember those who were martyred and injured in the
July uprising, but stressed that the sacrifices made
during the 1971 Liberation War must never be forgot-
ten."We will certainly remember those who were mar-
tyred and injured in the July revolution. But we must
never forget 1971," he said. 

21 arrested with 
and cement.The Bangladesh Navy has been conducting
regular operations to prevent smuggling, drugs and other
illegal activities in the country's maritime borders and
such operations will continue in the future.

800 farmers got 
Plant Conservation Officer Nayan Kumar Sen and vari-
ous sub-assistant agriculture officers and farmers were
present.

Build social 
ensuring food safety. A safe food system can only be
established through the collective efforts of producers,
traders, consumers and all relevant stakeholders," he
said.He stressed the need to take food safety aware-
ness campaigns beyond seminars and conferences
by reaching mosques, madrasas and other public
spaces.He also underscored the importance of involv-
ing food courts, street food vendors and small-scale
food businesses in awareness initiatives.Highlighting
the decline in social values, Abdus Salam said volun-
tary organisations,cultural groups, clubs and libraries
had once played a significant role in promoting civic
responsibility and social awareness."If we can nurture
greater humanity and social responsibility among peo-
ple, the tendency to produce and sell adulterated food
will also decline," he observed.

Baraiyarhat Municipal 
here he passed away at 2:00 AM during treatment.
When contacted, Officer-in-Charge (OC) Md.
Sharifuzzaman of Jorarganj Highway Police Station said
that at around 10:00 PM on Wednesday, Mohammad Ali,
a garage owner, was seriously injured after being hit by
a covered van on the Chattogram-bound lane of the
Dhaka–Chattogram Highway while crossing the road at
Baraiyarhat Municipal Market. He was immediately taken
to Chattogram Medical College Hospital, where he died
at around 2:00 AM while receiving treatment.
The OC added that police are reviewing CCTV footage
to identify the vehicle, seize the covered van, and arrest
the driver. A case related to the accident is currently
being processed.

Dhaka high-rise
Sihab Sarkar, an official of the Fire Service and Civil
Defence control room.The fire was completely extin-
guished at 5:40 am, he said.Firefighters rescued two
people from the building and took them to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital, where doctors declared
them dead.Md Nazmul and Sarwar, who accompanied
the victims to the hospitals, said the fire broke out at
around 1:05 am, filling the upper floors of the building
with smoke.Inspector Md Faruk, in-charge of the
police camp at Dhaka Medical College Hospital, said
the bodies have been kept at the DMCH morgue The
cause of the fire and the extent of the damage could
not be immediately determined.

KSRM donates medical equip
that this assistance from KSRM will benefit the patients,
he called on other industrial groups to come forward with
such humanitarian initiatives.
Brigadier General Mohammad Taslim Uddin, Director of
CHMEC Hospital, said, "KSRM comes first in any crisis.
The hospital authorities can rely on the organization's
support in times of crisis." He said, "These state-of-the-
art medical equipment handed over will play an important
role in saving the lives of critical patients in times of
emergency. At the same time, patients will receive
improved medical services at a comparatively low cost."
He also commented that the hospital has become more
prosperous with this humanitarian assistance from
KSRM.
Jasim Uddin, Director (Sales and Marketing) of KSRM,
said, "The KSRM family is happy and proud to be a part-
ner in humanitarian assistance at Chamek Hospital.
Being by the side of people is their constant endeavor
and this cooperation will continue in the future in any ini-
tiative with humanitarian values."
KSRM Director Jasim Uddin, Deputy Director Dr. Ilias
Chowdhury, Assistant Director Dr. Kazi Saiful Alam, Dr.
Deb Prasad Chakraborty, Dr. Ruma Bhattacharya,
Deputy General Manager Wahiduzzaman, Mostafa
Anwar, Media Advisor Mizanul Islam, Manager Taj Uddin,
Corporate Physician Dr. Mezbah Uddin, CHMEC's ??Dr.
Junaid Ahmed, KSRM Brand Coordinator Moniruzzaman
Riyad, Mizan ul Haque, Mithun Barua, Mizanul Islam and
senior officials of both organizations were present at the
event.

Imagination
Savar.Expressing confidence in the social business
movement, Yunus said it would ultimately succeed
because it offers solutions to the world's pressing
challenges.
"If the world has to survive, we will win. We'll make
sure the world becomes a world of three zeros," he
said, referring to his vision of zero poverty, zero unem-
ployment and zero net carbon emissions.Yunus
stressed that imagination is the greatest strength of
humanity and urged participants never to abandon
their dreams of creating a better world.
"Imagine the world that we want in detail, and just
keep on imagining, and it will happen. That has a
strange power," he said.
Calling on delegates to translate their ideas into

action, Yunus said imagi-
nation alone is not enough
unless it is backed by sus-
tained efforts.
He welcomed participants
from different countries
and expressed optimism
that the exchanges during
Social Business Day
would further strengthen
the global movement for
social business and accel-
erate progress towards a
more inclusive and sus-
tainable world.Prof Yunus
called for a fundamental
transformation of the edu-
cation system, saying it
should inspire young peo-
ple to become creative
entrepreneurs and prob-
lem-solvers instead of pro-
ducing job seekers.He said
the conventional education
system confines human
potential in what he
described as a "bonsai"
mindset, limiting people's
creativity and independ-
ence."Human beings are
not born to work for some-
body else," he said, argu-
ing that every individual
possesses the innate
capacity to create, innovate
and contribute to solving
social problems.According
to Prof Yunus, schools and
universities currently take
pride in producing gradu-
ates who quickly secure
jobs, whereas education
should encourage students
to build enterprises that
address societal chal-
lenges.
o put that vision into prac-
tice, he announced the
establishment of Grameen
University in Bangladesh
as a social business uni-
versity dedicated to creat-
ing a world of "three zeros"
- zero poverty, zero unem-
ployment and zero net car-
bon emissions.He said
prospective students will be
required to submit essays
describing the kind of world
they aspire to create, plac-
ing imagination and creativ-
ity at the heart of the uni-
versity's academic philoso-
phy.Prof Yunus also con-
gratulated Foreign Minister
Dr Khalilur Rahman on
becoming President of the
81st session of UN General
Assembly, expressing hope
that his tenure would bring
further honour for
Bangladesh.
Welcoming delegates from
around the world, he said
Japan sent the largest over-
seas delegation to this
year's Social Business Day,
followed by Pakistan and
Malaysia. He urged partici-
pants to continue working
together to realise the vision
of a world based on social
business and the three-zero
philosophy.amiya Morshed,
Executive Director, Yunus
Centre; Ashraful Hassan,
Chairman, Grameen Group;
and Abdul Hannan
Chowdhury, Chairman,
Grameen Bank also spoke
at the opening ceremony
with video messages from
António Guterres,
Secretary-General of the
United Nations and José
Ramos-Horta, President of
Timor-Leste.The event
brought together entrepre-
neurs, global leaders, aca-
demics, policymakers, inno-
vators and youth from
around the world.This
year’s theme is “Social
Business: The Language of
Peace in a Fractured
World.”
The two-day conference will
feature five plenary ses-
sions and seven breakout
sessions, including keynote
addresses, innovation
showcases, country forums
and networking opportuni-
ties centred on critical glob-
al challenges such as
poverty, healthcare, finan-
cial inclusion, climate
action, education, food
security and youth empow-
erment.

68,297 Bangladeshi
provided treatment to

67,086, while the IT help
desk gave services to
28,405 Hajis in Makkah and
Madinah.
This year's Hajj operations
began with the first out-
bound flight on April 18 and
concluded on May 21. The
return Hajj flights started on
May 30 and will continue
until July 1.

Met office forecasts rain
temperature was 23.2

degree Celsius in Sylhet.
The sun sets at 6.50 pm
yesterday and rises at 5.14
am tomorrow in Dhaka.

Since joining Jorarganj Police Station, newly
appointed Officer-in-Charge Abdul Halim has
been playing a courageous role in combating
terrorism and drug-related crimes, leading to

several successful recoveries and arrests


