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Messi brace lifts Inter Miami
to 3-1 win in Atlanta

remain Bang

Staff correspondent

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman today
said safeguarding national interests,
sovereignty and dignity would remain
the  foremost  commitment  of
Bangladesh in the days ahead, while the
country seeks to strengthen friendship
and cooperation with all nations on the
basis of mutual respect and equality.

"Bangladesh wants to strengthen friend-
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Emérgency Landing in Dhaka
After Air Ambulance Door
Opens Mid-Flight; Patient Dies

An air ambulance traveling from Agartala, India, to Kolkata
made an emergency landing at Hazrat Shahjalal International
Airport in Dhaka after its door opened mid-flight. The ailing
woman on board was rushed to Kurmitola Hospital in the cap-
ital, where she was declared dead by doctors.

The incident occurred on Sunday afternoon. Md. Riaz Uddin,
a senior officer at Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport, con-
firmed the event.

According to the passenger manifest, the patient was Anjana
Bhowmik, an Indian national. She was accompanied by Dr.
Firoz Khan, paramedic Ajim Khan, and two companions,
Santa Bhowmik and Deep Jyoti Mishra. All individuals listed
are identified as Indian nationals.

The air ambulance was operated by SKB Infracon Pvt. Ltd.
The aircraft, a C90A model with the registration number VT-
HYA, was en route from Agartala to Kolkata.

The flight crew consisted of Captain Punya Anup (pilot-in-
command) and Captain Tanuj Sharma (co-pilot). There were
seven people on board in total, including the two pilots.
Following the mid-flight opening of the door, the aircraft
made an emergency landing at Shahjalal International Airport.
The patient was immediately disembarked and transported to
the hospital.

However, specific details regarding why the aircraft door
opened or the exact cause of the woman's death are not yet
available.

Bangladesh Coast Guard
Intensifies crackdown to
protect brood hilsa

Staff correspondent

The Bangladesh Coast Guard has intensified surveillance and
enforcement drives across the coastal areas, rivers and territo-
rial waters to protect brood hilsa during the government-
imposed fishing ban aimed at ensuring the safe spawning and
reproduction of the national fish.The 22-day nationwide ban
began on October 8 and will remain in effect until October 29.
During this period, catching, transporting, storing, marketing
and buying or selling hilsa are strictly prohibited across the
country.Coast Guard stations and outposts under its four zones
are conducting regular patrols, special drives and surveillance
to protect hilsa breeding grounds.According to Coast Guard
officials, conservation operations have been intensified in 54
upazilas across 16 districts. Areas receiving particular atten-
tion include ¢ see page 2

national Interests, sovere
A08sn's core commitment: PM

ship and cooperation with all countries
on the basis of mutual respect and equal-
ity," he said while addressing a National
Standard Awarding Ceremony at Savar
Cantonment this morning, where sever-
al battalions and regiments received the
National Standard in recognition of their
professional excellence.

Emphasising the significance of the
award, the prime minister said the
National Standard is not merely a flag,

Dulu pushes for

better healthcare

at Natore General
Hospital

Staff correspondent
Jatiya Sangsad Whip and
lawmaker of Natore-2 con-
stituency Advocate Ruhul
Quddus Talukdar Dulu has
directed the authorities con-
cerned to take necessary
steps to improve the quality
of healthcare services at
Natore General Hospital.He
issued the directives during
an inspection of the hospital
today, asking doctors, nurses
and other staff to report to
work on time. He warned
that action would be taken
against those who fail to
comply.Dulu also stressed
the need to ensure cleanli-
ness throughout the hospital,
including its toilets.He said
that the 250-bed Natore

¢ see page 2

Ishraque’s display of arms
during anti-drug drive to
be investigated: DMP

Staff correspondent

Dhaka Metropolitan Police
(DMP) will take necessary
action after reviewing the
viral video showing State
Minister for Liberation War
Affairs Ishraque Hossain
carrying a firearm during an
anti-drug drive in the capital,
said  Additional  Police
Commissioner  of  the
Detective Branch (DB) Md
Shafiqul Islam on Sunday.
“It is not the right time to
comment on the incident
before assessing it. The
deputy commissioner con-
cerned will review the entire
matter and submit a report. If
any violation of law is found
in the report, the DMP will
take legal action,” he said at
a press conference at the
DMP Media Centre.
Asked whether a minister
could perform duties similar
to those of police during an
operation, the DB chief
declined to make any com-
ment.
Earlier, a video of the drive
was posted on Ishraque
Hossain’s official Facebook
page on Saturday afternoon.
The video shows him getting
out of a vehicle with a loud-
speaker and a pistol and then
chasing a group of people
during an anti-drug drive
near the railway line in the
capital’s Gandaria area.At
one point, he was seen point-
ing the weapon towards
some people while shouting,
¢ see page 2

but a symbol of a unit's history, heritage,
discipline, sacrifice, professionalism
and commitment to the country.

"The glorious hoisting of the national
flag constantly reminds us of our inde-
pendence, sovereignty and the sacrifices
of countless people,” he said, adding
that receiving the standard represents a
renewed pledge to discharge assigned
responsibilities with greater dedica-
tion."Safeguarding

Bangladesh, Uzbekistan
discuss possible FTA to
boost trade

Staff correspondent
Bangladesh and Uzbekistan
today discussed the possibil-
ity of signing a free trade
agreement (FTA) to boost
bilateral trade and invest-
ment, as the two countries
explored ways to deepen
economic cooperation and
strengthen business ties.The
issue came up during a bilat-
eral meeting between State
Minister for Foreign Affairs
G Humaiun Kobir and

Uzbekistan's Deputy Foreign
Minister Aloyev
Bakhromjon Juraboyevich in
Baghdad, Iraqg, on the side-
lines of the 52nd Council of
Foreign Ministers (CFM) of
the Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC).During
the meeting, both sides dis-
cussed opportunities to
expand bilateral trade and
investment through
enhanced economic engage-
ment and closer cooperation
between their business com-
munities, said a foreign min-
istry's press release here.
The two ministers particular-
ly explored the possibility of
a free trade agreement as a
potential mechanism to facil-
itate greater market access
and strengthen commercial
relations between

¢ see page 2
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Richi Solaiman returns to
TV serial after long hiatus
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“TupTup' Resort in Ukhiya
Cox's Bazar identified

Jahangir Alam, Staff Reporter.

seriously injured in

A tragic fire in the early hours of Saturday
(October 17) at the 'TupTup' Resort adja-
cent to Patuartek Marine Drive in Inani,
Ukhiya, Cox's Bazar, has led to the painful
death of 10 tourists, including 6 members
of the same family. 6 more people were
this
According to fire service and local sources,
this multi-storey resort made of wood and
brick had no fire safety license.

Fire service and local eyewitnesses said
that around 7 am on Saturday, there was a
loud explosion from the kitchen side on the
ground floor of the resort and the fire
spread to the entire three-storey building in
an instant. On the morning of the weekend
holiday, most of the tourists were trapped
in their respective rooms while sleeping.
Almost the entire resort was burnt to ashes
in the fire. Three units of the fire service
launched a rescue operation and brought
the fire under control around 10 am.
Identity of the 10 deceased.
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Fire service and police administration have
identified the recovered bodies. The
deceased are East West University student
Melita Mehejabin Alvi (23), Jagannath
University student Laila Jahan Nabila (27),
Dhaka University student Md. Nafis
Tehami, teacher of Savar's 'Swapna Bilas
School' Nasrin Akter Mukta (29), Israt
Jahan Maliha (30), Nafista Mim (27), Faria
Kabir (33), child Faizan Ahmed (5), Jihad
Hawlader and Tariqul Islam.

6 injured in hospital,

6 people were rescued in serious condition
after jJumping from the building and suffer-
ing burns to save their lives in the fire.
They were rescued and admitted to Cox's
Bazar District Sadar Hospital. The injured
are Mugda Medical College Hospital doc-
tor Shihab Uddin Sadi (31), his wife Nafiza
Newaz Khan (29), Mannan (34),
Meherunnesa (30), Masud (30) and Samida
(32). Legal action and investigation com-
mittee. After the incident, a case has been
filed making the resort owner Tanvir the
prime accused. 4 see page 2

accident.

Zlaur Rahman Foundation
playing important role in
human welfare:

Rizvi

BNP Acting Secretary General and Prime
Minister's Political Adviser Advocate Ruhul
Kabir Rizvi today said the Ziaur Rahman
Foundation (ZRF) has been playing an impor-
tant role in promoting human welfare and
serving humanity. He said, alongside standing
by people affected by various disasters, the
organisation is also working to inspire young
people and adolescents through educational
activities.Rizvi made the remarks while talk-
ing to journalists after placing floral wreaths
and offering Fateha at the graves of Shaheed
President Ziaur Rahman and former Prime

Minister Begum Khaleda Zia marking the 'anan
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'Uzai:r' ﬁdgsain ;S'éjib!is'
an icon of Bagerhat

Special correspondent Bagerhat
This 17-18 year old player, who came up from a remote vil-
lage, has won the hearts of lakhs of spectators.

He is very sick. He is currently admitted to Sadar Hospital
with dengue fever.

He is praying and seeking prayers from all his friends, rela-
tives, supporters, well-wishers, so that he gets well soon.

At the same time, the Daily Bangla Sky family is also pray-
ing to the Almighty Rabbul Al Amin for the quick recovery of
Uzair Hossain. Ameen.
O Allah, O Allah, please heal Uzair Hossain Sajib quickly and
bring him back among his friends.

27th founding anniver-
sary of the Ziaur
Rahman Foundation.

Executive Director of
the foundation Prof Dr
Farhad Halim Donar,
Convener of the
Founding Anniversary
Celebration Committee
Prof Dr Morshed Hasan
Khan and leaders from
different levels of the
organisation were pres-
ent.Rizvi said the Ziaur

Rahman Foundation comprises eminent
scholars and distinguished professionals from
various fields. Doctors, university teachers,
engineers, journalists, agricultural scientists
and lawyers are associated with the organisa-
tion. Its principal objective, however, is
human welfare and humanitarian service.The
foundation stood by people affected by vari-
ous crises, including the COVID-19 pandem-
ic and measles outbreak. It also carried out
extensive relief and support activities during
severe floods in different parts of the country,
he added. The BNP acting Secretary General
said the foundation undertook various human-

¢ see page 2

New chief info commis-
sioner, 2 commissioners
meet Information
Minister

Staff correspondent
Newly appointed Chief
Information Commissioner
Professor Dr Nahreen Islam
Khan, and two commission-
ers SAM Mahfuzur Rahman
and Khan Mohammad Abul
Hossain paid a courtesy call
on Information and
Broadcasting Minister
Andaleeve Rahman today.
The commissioners met the
information minister at his
office at the Secretariat here
this afternoon.Mahbuba
Farjana, Secretary of the
Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting, and Md Shah
Alam, Additional Secretary
of the ministry, were pres-
ent.During the meeting, the
newly appointed members of
the Information Commission
discussed various issues,
including people's right to
information.On Saturday, the
government issued separate
notifications through the
Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting, appointing
Professor Dr Nahreen Islam
Khan as the  Chief
Information Commissioner.
Simultaneously, journalists
SAM Mahfuzur Rahman and
Khan Mohammad Abul

¢ see page 2

Man Detained at Shah Amanat
Alrport with 566 Grams of Gold
Hidden in Blender and Cookware

?Non-stick cooking pans, blenders, and kitchen storage racks
are everyday household items. Yet, many might never imagine
that these mundane objects could conceal gold worth millions.
However, this ingenious smuggling method ultimately failed
to save Dubai returnee passenger Mohammad Kamrul Islam.
?0n Sunday morning (October 18), Kamrul Islam was
detained with 566 grams of gold during a joint operation by
customs and intelligence agencies at Chattogram’s Shah
Amanat International Airport. ?How He Was Caught ?On
Sunday morning, when US-Bangla Airlines flight BS-350
from Abu Dhabi landed at Shah Amanat International Airport,
Kamrul Islam a resident of the Dongra area in Banshkhali
appeared just like any other ordinary passenger. However, as
soon as he reached the scanning machine at the customs hall,
he failed to evade the sharp vigilance of the Directorate
General of Forces Intelligence (DGFI).

?Subsequently, a joint team comprising the DGFI, NSI, and
Customs Intelligence initiated a search of his luggage, which
revealed the truth. ¢ see page 2

?Rajshahi is being adorned in a fresh new look ahead of the
arrival of Prime Minister Tarique Rahman. Ahead of his visit
on Tuesday, cleanliness and beautification work is underway
across various roads and key locations in the city. The road
dividers are receiving fresh coats of paint, while older struc-
tures are undergoing renovation and painting.

?Relevant officials and organizers are busy with last-minute
arrangements to welcome the Prime Minister. Enthusiasm and
excitement are visible among the city residents, many of
whom are eagerly waiting to catch a glimpse of their leader.
This marks Tarique Rahman's first official visit to Rajshahi as
Prime Minister.

?0n the occasion of his visit, the BNP has taken extensive
preparations for various programs, including a public rally.
Additionally, the Prime Minister is scheduled to visit the city's
Dharmasabha Mandap and hold an exchange-of-views meet-
ing with members of the Hindu community. Preparations are
also underway by the temple committee and concerned indi-
viduals regarding this event.

?A multi-tiered security system is being put in place across the
city in light of the Prime Minister's visit, with security agen-
cies working actively to ensure overall safety.

?All in all, final preparations are in full swing in Rajshahi sur-
rounding the Prime Minister's visit. The city's decorations,
scheduled events, and the high expectations of its people
clearly reflect the grand arrangements to welcome him.
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Riyadh owes Dhaka a
clear explanation

Four days after Saudi Arabia announced that it had executed
two people it identified as Bangladeshi nationals, Bangladesh's
consulate in Jeddah still cannot confirm who they were. A note
verbale asking for formal confirmation has yet to be answered.
Dhaka learnt of the deaths the same way everyone else did:
from a statement by the Ministry of Interior of Saudi Arabia
carried by the state news agency. Bangladeshi officials say they
had no prior knowledge of the case.

The Saudi account was brief. Nazerul Islam Abdul Basir and
Siti Akhtar were arrested, investigated and charged. A court
found the charges proven and sentenced them to death under
ta'zir, the discretionary category of Islamic punishment. The
offence was described only as an "immoral act" inside a
mosque in Makkah. The sentences were upheld, and a royal
order authorised the executions. The Saudi statement does not
say when the two were arrested, how long they were held,
whether they had lawyers or interpreters, whether they under-
stood the proceedings against them, or even whether their fam-
ilies knew they were on trial, let alone facing death—a basic
human right denied.

Both Bangladesh and Saudi Arabia are parties to the Vienna
Convention on Consular Relations. Article 36 of the conven-
tion requires authorities to tell a detained foreigner, without
delay, of the right to have their consulate informed, and to noti-
fy the consulate if the detainee asks. It also gives consular offi-
cers the right to visit, communicate with, and arrange legal rep-
resentation for their nationals in custody. Article 37 requires
the receiving state to inform the relevant consulate without
delay when a foreign national dies.

Bangladesh’s bond with the kingdom is, first and foremost, one
of faith. Besides, Saudi Arabia is also the largest destination for
Bangladeshi migrant workers, whose remittances sustain mil-
lions of households and prop up the country’s foreign reserves.
Many of these workers hold low-paid, precarious jobs, speak
little Arabic and know little of the kingdom’s legal system.
That is precisely why the Bangladesh government must at least
seek information from the kingdom.

Rights groups have long criticised the use of the death penalty
under ta'zir, where the absence of a fixed penalty leaves wide
room for judicial discretion. The Arab Charter on Human
Rights, 2004, which Saudi Arabia has ratified, obliges states
that retain the death penalty to reserve it for the “most serious
crimes” and to use it only in exceptional circumstances. Saudi
authorities executed at least 356 people in 2025, setting a new
record in the country for the highest number of executions in
one year since Human Rights Watch began monitoring.
Executions of foreign nationals for nonlethal drug crimes drove
the surge in executions in 2025.

Glve SSC students who failed a second
chance, but fix the learning gaps too

Last week, Education Minister ANM Ehsanul Hoque Milon
announced that SSC examinees who failed two subjects could
retake those exams within 15 days of the results. Such a deci-
sion, if implemented, would be a positive step for students,
because those who fail one or two subjects should not have to
wait an entire year to try again, after passing every other
paper. But a retake only addresses the immediate individual
problem of failure; it does not answer why so many students
failed in the first place. The latter is what the government
must look into, and it is a harder task than allowing students
to retake exams sooner.

Before the minister’s announcement, the education boards
had informed the ministry that they could hold supplementary
examinations within three months of the results, beginning
with this year’s HSC and equivalent candidates. For SSC stu-
dents, this could begin next year. The minister has now pro-
posed a much shorter time frame. These are encouraging
signs, but for either proposal to become policy, the ministry
must clarify which students qualify, when the proposed sys-
tem will begin, and how it will affect admissions.

Before these announcements, | had the opportunity to hear
what the existing system of having to wait a year to retake
exams meant for unsuccessful candidates. They shared their
experience at a conference, organised by the Campaign for
Popular Education (CAMPE) and Plan International
Bangladesh. A student from Munshiganj, who passed her
other subjects but failed chemistry, blamed curriculum
changes and delayed textbooks for disrupting her preparation.
She added that she had completely broken down when the
results came out. So distressed was she that she did not seek
re-scrutiny of her answer script. Meanwhile, a mother shared
how her daughter’s ambition to study nursing was almost
crushed when she failed to obtain pass marks in chemistry.
Students, teachers, and guardians described different difficul-
ties but called for the same change: retakes within three
months instead of a year’s wait. The demand is reasonable.
Supplementary examinations need not weaken academic stan-
dards; students would still have to earn passing marks. An
early opportunity to retake the exams would help students
avoid a prolonged interruption to their studies, additional
costs, and uncertainty over admissions. For poorer house-
holds, losing a year can threaten a child’s prospects of contin-
uing his/her education altogether.

This year, 6,90,608 candidates or 37.75 percent of all candi-

Md. Neyamul Hossain

dates, were unsuccessful in SSC and equivalent examinations.
However, after answer-script re-scrutiny, 4,585 of the 6.9 lakh
candidates were declared successful. The proposed retakes
would cover only those who failed up to two subjects, not all
unsuccessful candidates. But the high failure rate demands an
examination of what these students learnt during their years at
school, whether they received adequate teaching, and what
support was available to those struggling academically.
Poverty, illness, irregular attendance, and curriculum changes
can affect examination performance. Schools and education
authorities nevertheless have questions to answer. Did stu-
dents have qualified subject teachers? Were lessons complet-
ed? Were those struggling academically identified and helped
before the public examinations? Failure should not be treated
solely as a measure of inadequate individual effort when the
conditions of learning vary so widely in the country.

An investigation by The Daily Star, based on Education
Management Information System records published on
October 9, found that 3,861 secondary schools and higher sec-
ondary colleges had no ICT teachers, 2,744 had no mathemat-
ics teachers, and 2,625 had no English teachers. Many teach-
ers taught subjects outside their areas of expertise, practical
classes were disrupted, and some students turned to coaching
centres or YouTube to compensate for gaps in classroom
instruction. Another concerning picture came from the
National Assessment of Secondary Students 2023, which
recorded an average science score of just 32 percent among
26,601 pupils in Class 8. The assessment did not examine
teacher shortages as a cause, but it showed that weaknesses in
learning were visible well before the SSC.

These findings do not prove that teacher vacancies caused
particular students to fail, nor do they fully explain the results
across all education streams. They do, however, provide
grounds for investigation. Do schools without mathematics or
English teachers have higher failure rates in those subjects
than adequately staffed institutions? A school-level result
comparison, staffing records, and attendance could help dis-
tinguish the effects of teaching shortages from other disadvan-
tages. It would also show where support is most urgently
needed.

Teachers, too, must answer for the instruction they provide.

However, they do not have the power to resolve recruitment
delays; that is the administration’s responsibility. Similarly,
families should not have to pay for private coaching to com-
pensate for inadequate classroom lessons. The ministry must
identify schools with persistent learning difficulties and
ensure that students receive help before their next public
examination, rather than simply allowing them to retake
exams early. Moreover, the findings should be published and
deadlines should be set for resolving persistent shortages, so
that progress can be assessed.

Lastly, the proposed 15-day interval for retests calls for scruti-
ny. A candidate who narrowly misses the pass mark may be
ready to try again quickly, but someone who has struggled
throughout the year may need more time. Remedial classes,
feedback and accessible materials should accompany retakes.
Otherwise, students could be examined again without a mean-
ingful chance to improve.

The education minister also said students who fail the retest
could be directed towards technical and vocational education.
At the CAMPE conference, Prime Minister’s Adviser Mahdi
Amin said that the PM had directed the ministry to develop
career options for unsuccessful candidates, including techni-
cal training, language courses, and possible entrepreneurship
support. Such opportunities are welcome. But vocational edu-
cation should be a choice, not a destination assigned to stu-
dents after two failed examinations. Students should receive
guidance based on their interests and be allowed to pursue
general education, if they choose to do so.

Besides, in April, the education minister told parliament that
8,770 of the 15,844 sanctioned teaching posts at technical
institutions were vacant. Directing more students into that
stream without adequate teachers and facilities risks reproduc-
ing the shortages affecting general education. How, then,
would the vocational institutions accommodate additional stu-
dents if unsuccessful SSC candidates were enrolled in this
stream?

What the education ministry should do now is decide on eli-
gibility for retaking exams, fees, preparation time, and admis-
sion deadlines, and explain whether this year’s unsuccessful
SSC candidates will benefit. The government’s response
should extend beyond arranging another test. The objective of
this reform should be to identify why so many students failed,
improve the teaching available to them, and prevent the same
problems from recurring.

Safeguarding national interests

the honour of the flag is a sacred duty of every soldier,” he
said.Turning to the requirements of a modern military, Tarique
Rahman said its strength could not be measured merely by
weapons, equipment or manpower."The true strength of a
modern armed force lies in discipline, competence, leadership,
integrity, training and public trust - and, above all, in the chain
of command," he said.

He said the government is continuing its efforts to build the
armed forces into a more technology-driven, competent, disci-
plined, professional and modern force.The prime minister also
said the public expects officers and soldiers at all levels to
remain steadfat in upholding the Constitution, laws, military
regulations and humanitarian values while discharging their
duties.Highlighting the changing global security environment,
he said the nature and strategies of warfare are evolving rapid-
ly. Alongside land, sea and air capabilities, cyberspace, outer
space, drones, artificial intelligence, electronic warfare and
information-based capabilities have become important compo-
nents of national security."In this reality, work is underway to
advance our defence preparedness in keeping with the chang-
ing times," he said.The prime minister said the government
attached importance to establishing a domestic defence indus-
try to manufacture essential weapons, ammunition and
defence equipment locally alongside modernising the army in
all areas.However, technology could never replace people, he
said, adding, "We need to develop an integrated defence capa-
bility that would enable the army, navy and air force to oper-
ate in coordination when necessary, alongside enhanced tech-
nological capabilities."

Referring to the country's Liberation War, the prime minister
said the history of the Bangladesh Army was inseparably
linked with the birth of Bangladesh through the War of
Liberation.He recalled that on the night of March 25, 1971,
when Pakistani forces launched a brutal crackdown on the
freedom-loving people of Bangladesh, Major Ziaur Rahman,
then deputy commander of the Eighth East Bengal Regiment
in Chattogram, declared, "We revolt."Tarique Rahman said
Shaheed President Ziaur Rahman subsequently assembled
Bengali-speaking officers and soldiers of the regiment and
instructed them to join the armed struggle for
independence.Quoting Shaheed President Ziaur Rahman's arti-
cle "The Birth of a Nation", the prime minister said Ziaur
Rahman had written that he called the battalion's officers, jun-
ior commissioned officers (JCOs) and soldiers together and
instructed them to take part in the armed struggle at 2:15 am
on March 26, 1971.The prime minister said Bengali-speaking
members of the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 8th East Bengal regi-
ments had mounted armed resistance against the Pakistani
occupation forces following the crackdown on March 25.He
also recalled Shaheed President Ziaur Rahman's subsequent
declaration of independence from Kalurghat Radio Centre on
March 27, saying his role in the War of Liberation remained an
inspiring chapter for the armed forces. Such a historic and
courageous role by an army officer in the country's independ-
ence and Liberation War remained a source of pride and inspi-
ration for the armed forces, he said."That is why patriotic peo-
ple who cherish independence consider any success of the
army a success for Bangladesh,” he added.The armed forces
not only defend the country but also play important roles dur-
ing natural disasters, fires and other national emergencies, he
said. They were also serving with distinction in international
peacekeeping missions.The prime minister said the govern-
ment is giving due importance to the welfare, housing, health-
care, education, training, career development and post-retire-
ment social security of armed forces personnel.He said salaries
and allowances of armed forces members have already been
increased by between 100 and 138 percent under the national
pay scale.The implementation of the "One Rank, One
Pension" system is also being processed to further improve the
living standards of army personnel, he added.

Cabinet members and advisers, the army chief, representatives
of the diplomatic corps, former and serving armed forces offi-
cers, and military personnel of different ranks attended the cer-
emony organised by the 9th Infantry Division.

Bangladesh, Uzbekistan

Bangladesh and Uzbekistan.They also exchanged views on
advancing cooperation in several other areas, including air
connectivity, tourism and business-to-business contacts.Both
sides underscored the importance of strengthening direct
engagement between entrepreneurs and business communities

to explore new opportunities for trade and investment.he meet-
ing also discussed enhancing bilateral cooperation in multilat-
eral forums, including reciprocal support on issues of mutual
interest.

The discussions reflected the two countries' interest in broad-
ening their bilateral relationship through stronger economic
partnerships and cooperation in connectivity and tourism. tate
Minister Humaiun Kobir is leading the Bangladesh delegation
to the 52nd OIC Council of Foreign Ministers, being held in
Baghdad from October 17 to 18.

He delivered Bangladesh's country statement at the plenary
session of the ministerial meeting on Saturday.

Identity of 10 killed in fire

Director General of Fire Service and Civil Defence
Directorate, Brigadier General Sultanaul Afreen Junaid, said,
"The resort had no fire safety license. They were warned even
last June. The fire may have originated from the gas cylinder
in the kitchen below."

Cox's Bazar Deputy Commissioner Md. Abdul Mannan, after
visiting the accident site, said that a high-level investigation
committee headed by the Additional District Magistrate has
been formed to determine the exact cause of the fire and
responsibility. At present, the resort's manager Suman is in
police custody.

Dulu pushes for better

General Hospital is currently operating with manpower, medi-
cine, and food supplies allocated for only 100 beds.Initiatives
would be taken to address the situation and improve the qual-
ity of services at the hospital, he added.Civil Surgeon and
Hospital Superintendent Dr Muhammad Mashiur Rahman and
Resident Medical Officer Dr Mahbubur Rahman, among oth-
ers, were present during the inspection.

Ishrague’s display of arms

“Hey, stop, stop.”

Another man in plainclothes was also seen chasing people
with a weapon in his hand. In another Facebook post on
Saturday evening, Ishraque pledged to continue the drives
until Dhaka-6 constituency is made free of drugs.The state
minister and Dhaka-6 MP in a statement on Sunday said he
briefly raised his licensed firearm in “self-defence” during an
anti-drug drive in the capital’s Gendaria area on Saturday after
receiving warnings of possible “security threats”.

Ishraque said he, along with his security personnel, got out of
their vehicles and raised the weapon briefly when a group of
30 to 35 people allegedly approached their convoy aggressive-
ly near a suspected drug den.He claimed that law enforcement
agencies and his own intelligence sources had warned him of
possible security risks, including the possibility of drug traders
firing at them from rooftops. “The weapon was raised for a
very short time in self-defence to protect lives and property
amid fears of an imminent attack,” the state minister said,
adding that it was put away as soon as the potential threat had
passed.

Bangladesh Coast Guard

Chandpur, ariatpur, Madaripur, Munshiganj, Barishal,
Patuakhali, Bhola, Pirojpur, Jhalakathi, Sharan Khola and
Bogi in Bagerhat, the Chattogram outer anchorage, and Raipur
and Kamalnagar in Lakshmipur.So far, the Coast Guard has
seized 83,30,900 metres of fishing nets, 155 kilogrammes of
hilsa and 14 boats during enforcement operations. Twenty-four
people have been brought under the law in connection with the
violations.The seized nets were destroyed in the presence of
fisheries representatives, while the confiscated hilsa was dis-
tributed among local orphanages. The seized boats were hand-
ed over to the relevant fisheries officials.The Coast Guard has
also kept patrol vessels on alert to prevent fishing trawlers
from neighbouring countries from entering Bangladesh's terri-
torial waters illegally.Operating in remote rivers and coastal
areas, particularly at night, and preventing the use of prohibit-
ed fishing nets remain major challenges. To address these dif-
ficulties, the force has strengthened regular patrols, special
drives, intelligence gathering and the use of modern technolo-
gy while coordinating with other relevant agencies.Alongside
enforcement, the Coast Guard is conducting awareness cam-
paigns through public announcements, leaflet distribution and
meetings to encourage fishers to comply with the
ban.Authorities said protecting hilsa during its breeding sea-
son will help increase future production and benefit fishing
communities in the long run.Under a government humanitari-
an assistance programme, rice is being allocated to 6,46,290

fishing families in 168 upazilas across 38 districts, with each
family entitled to 25 kilogrammes during the fishing
ban.Burhan Uddin, a fisherman from Char Fasson in Bhola,
told BSS that the 22-day restriction would help hilsa reproduce
and boost its population, ultimately benefiting fishers. He also
praised the government's food assistance for helping families
cope with the temporary loss of income.Professor Mohammad
Mamun Chowdhury, chairman of the Department of Fisheries
at Dhaka University, described the ban as an effective initia-
tive but suggested extending it from 22 days to one month. He
said egg-bearing hilsa are still caught in fishing nets after the
restriction ends. He also praised the Coast Guard's role, saying
regular patrols and enforcement operations were crucial to pre-
venting illegal fishing and protecting brood hilsa. Coast Guard
media officer Lieutenant Commander Sabbir Alam Sujon said
operations and surveillance had been strengthened to ensure
safe spawning. He stressed that continued public cooperation
was essential to protecting hilsa reproduction and sustaining
the country's blue economy.The Coast Guard has urged com-
moners to report violations and related irregularities by calling
its emergency service number, 16111.The officials said the
success of the conservation drive will depend not only on law
enforcement but also on the cooperation of fishers, fish traders
and other stakeholders.

Ziaur Rahman Foundation

initiatives, including extending support to the families of those
killed or injured during movements and struggles. It had also
helped people who lost their legs by providing artificial limbs,
enabling them to regain mobility and move around
normally.Rizvi expressed hope that the activities of the Ziaur
Rahman Foundation would expand further in the future and
that people across the country would receive more effective
services from the organisation.Referring to the government's
efforts to address ongoing challenges, the veteran BNP leader
said the government and the prime minister issued directives
to ensure that there were no shortcomings in vaccination activ-
ities to prevent measles. Similarly, the prime minister himself
had taken part in a cleanliness drive in Dhaka to prevent
dengue. It was the responsibility of the concerned authorities to
ensure the proper implementation of these initiatives and to
ensure that no shortcomings remained in the process, he
added. Meanwhile, Convener of the Founding Anniversary
Celebration Committee Prof Morshed Hasan Khan said the
Ziaur Rahman Foundation is a completely non-political organ-
isation whose primary objective is to serve people irrespective
of their political affiliations or opinions.He said no political
activities were permitted while working for the foundation,
adding that the organisation's president the current prime min-
ister issued strict instructions in this regard. xecutive Director
of the Ziaur Rahman Foundation Prof Farhad Halim Donar
sought the media's cooperation in bringing the foundation's
future activities to the attention of the public. He said one of
the key objectives of the foundation's initiatives was to inspire
people and help them become financially self-reliant.

Man Detained at Shah

?Recovered Gold Hidden Inside Cookware and Appliances
?Upon conducting a thorough search, intelligence officers
recovered the concealed gold consignment ingeniously hidden
inside non-stick kitchen pans, a blender machine, and a special
utensil storage rack. The seizure includes:

?4 Gold Bars: Weighing 466 grams.

?Gold Bangle: Weighing 100 grams.

The total weight of the seized gold is 566 grams, with an esti-
mated market value of approximately BDT 1.20 crore (12 mil-
lion taka).

New chief info commis

Hossain were appointed as Information Commissioners.

'Bangladesh First' resets past
subservient foreign policy

Staff correspondent

The BNP-led government's '‘Bangladesh First' foreign policy
marks a shift from the deposed Awami League government's
subservient foreign policy towards people-centric diplomacy
that prioritises national interests, sovereign decision-making
and balanced international partnerships.

"The major difference is that we are looking at the interests of
our own people before looking at the interests of another coun-
try's people or government,” State Minister for Foreign Affairs

Shama Obaed Islam told BSS in a recent exclusive interview.
"That is the fundamental difference. We are putting our people
first and our national interest first," she added. Shama said
Prime Minister Tariqgue Rahman's diplomatic approach draws
on the principles pursued by Shaheed President Ziaur Rahman,
whose foreign policy, she said, placed Bangladesh and its peo-
ple at the centre of international engagement.She said the gov-
ernment was seeking to strengthen Bangladesh's independent
diplomatic position while maintaining constructive relations
with countries across competing geopolitical
blocs."Bangladesh First does not mean Bangladesh alone," she
said, stressing that the doctrine promotes friendship and coop-
eration without compromising national interests.The state
minister said Bangladesh wanted productive relations with
India, China, the United States, the United Kingdom,
European countries, Muslim-majority nations, OIC members
and ASEAN countries."We want to keep good relations with
all stakeholders, our development partners and our trade part-
ners," she said.Describing the policy as "pragmatic and practi-
cal", Shama said Bangladesh's strategic location around the
Bay of Bengal created opportunities for expanding economic
partnerships."We need Foreign Direct Investment (FDI), we
need manufacturing hubs, we need a technology boom," she
said.Shama said the government is prioritising investment,
industrialisation, technology and employment generation
through economic diplomacy.Asked how Bangladesh would
navigate competing geopolitical initiatives, Shama said every
partnership would be assessed according to its benefits for the
country.

"We will join any multilateral forum when it brings something
beneficial to Bangladesh. It is very simple," she said.Referring
to the Indo-Pacific and multilateral groupings such as BRICS,
SAARC and BIMSTEC, she said engagement with different
platforms need not be contradictory. "l do not see any con-
flict," she said.'Friends, not masters'Former Dhaka University
Vice-Chancellor Prof Dr Anwarullah Chowdhury described
the policy as a welcome departure from what he called the pre-
vious Awami League government's subservient approach to
foreign relations.Chowdhury, who served as Bangladesh's
ambassador to Bahrain from 2003 to 2006, said the earlier
government had placed excessive emphasis on maintaining
favourable relations with India, sometimes at the expense of
Bangladesh's national interests."Although the principle was
friendship to all and malice towards none, in practice the pre-
vious government pursued a subservient foreign policy," he
told BSS.He alleged that the Awami League government had
made extensive concessions to India, including transit arrange-
ments, without adequately safeguarding Bangladesh's inter-
ests.In contrast, Chowdhury said, the BNP government's
Bangladesh First doctrine offered a more balanced approach
based on sovereignty, equality and reciprocal benefits.
"Bangladesh First means that Bangladesh's national interests
must come before everything else,” he said.He said
Bangladesh should maintain friendly relations with India,
China, the United States and other countries without accepting
a subordinate position."Our principle should be friends, not
masters," he said, adding that "No matter how large or power-
ful another country may be, it can be our friend, but it cannot
be our master." Chowdhury said the government appeared to
be moving in the right direction by emphasising partnerships
on an equal footing.He cited Prime Minister Tarique Rahman's
diplomatic engagements with China and Malaysia as examples
of the government's approach towards mutually beneficial
relations.”l believe Prime Minister Tarique Rahman and our
Ministry of Foreign Affairs are moving in that direction. We
welcome this approach,” he said.The former ambassador, how-
ever, advised Bangladesh against joining military alliances
amid growing geopolitical polarisation.”l believe Bangladesh
should avoid entering into military alliances. However, when
it comes to economic agreements and partnerships, we can cer-
tainly participate in them," he said.He stressed expanding eco-
nomic diplomacy, diversifying exports and exploring new
international markets.Recalling his diplomatic experience,
Chowdhury said Bangladeshi vegetables and fish were in con-
siderable demand overseas, highlighting opportunities beyond
traditional export sectors. "We need to expand our economic
diplomacy," he said. Domestic strength key to diplomatic suc-
cess Former Foreign Secretary Ambassador M Humayun
Kabir said the effectiveness of Bangladesh First would ulti-
mately depend on the country's internal strength, institutional
capabilities and diplomatic negotiating power.Kabir, President
of the Bangladesh Enterprise Institute (BEI), said implement-
ing an independent foreign policy required political and social
cohesion, effective governance and stronger economic founda-
tions."We have very limited control.
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Preserve Bangladesh’s tradition of

Ishraque says he
raised licensed firearm
In ‘self-defence’ dur-
ing anti-drug drive

Staff correspondent
State Minister for Liberation
War Affairs and Dhaka-6 MP
Ishraque Hossain has said he
briefly raised his licensed
firearm in “self-defence”
during an anti-drug drive in
the capital’s Gendaria area
on Saturday after receiving
warnings of possible “securi-
ty threats”.In a statement
issued on Sunday, Ishraque
said he, along with his secu-
rity personnel, got out of
their vehicles and raised the
weapon briefly when a group
of 30 to 35 people allegedly
¢ see page 7

BGB seizes large haul of

School Building at isk of CoIIasig into
Pond In Nandail, 300 Students in Panic

Nandail (Mymensingh) Correspondent

The only building of No. 130 Paschim
Rasulpur Government Primary School in
Nandail Upazila of Mymensingh has long
been in a dilapidated and highly risky con-
dition. On top of that, as the bank of the
pond adjacent to the school has collapsed
and reached the wall of the building, there is
a risk of the building collapsing into the
pond at any time. As a result, the safety and
academic activities of about 300 students of
the school are at serious risk.

It was seen on the spot that the school was
established in 1978 on 40 decimals of land

in Paschim Rasulpur village. Later in 1994,
a one-story concrete building was con-
structed. Although 32 years have passed, no
significant renovation or development of
the building has been done. Currently,
cracks have appeared in various parts of the
building. Plaster and concrete have fallen
off the roof and beams of the classrooms,
exposing the iron rods. There is no bound-
ary wall, and the condition of the class-
rooms is also fragile.

According to the school authorities, recent-
ly, while pre-primary classes were in
progress, plaster and concrete suddenly fell
from the roof ¢ see page 7
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DU, Stockholm

communal harmony: President

Staff correspondent

President Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir
on Sunday called on all to preserve
Bangladesh’s long-standing tradition of
communal harmony, saying the central
message of Durga Puja is to stand
against and defeat injustice, oppression,
dishonesty and persecution.“\We can say
with great conviction that I do not know
of anywhere else in the world where
communal harmony exists as it does in

Bangladesh,” he said while visiting
Ramna Kali Mandir in Dhaka on the
occasion of Durga Puja.The President
said at a time when conflicts, violence
and hatred prevail across the world, the
peaceful celebration of Durga Puja by
members of the Hindu community in
Bangladesh stands as a shining example
of communal harmony and peaceful
coexistence.Extending his greetings to
the community, he said Durga Puja is
one of their major religious festivals and

Daylight Murder in Sitakunda, Mystery Solved in 24
Hours, 6 Arrested Including Prime Accused Arif, LG
Revolver and Pistol Recovered

The mystery behind the sensational broad
daylight murder of Tarek Hossain Bappi and
serious injury of Tapsir Alam Shaun in
Sitakunda, Chattogram, has been solved by
Chattogram District Police in just 24 hours.
Six people, including prime accused Md. Arif
Hossain, have been arrested and one LG, one
revolver and one pistol used in the murder
have been recovered.

According to police and local sources, the

incident took place on October 16,
2026, at around 10:45 PM on the
paved road adjacent to Alinagar
Tin Rastar Mor in Barbakunda
Union under Sitakunda Model
Police Station. The deceased Tarek
Hossain Bappi was heading
towards the spot on a motorcycle
with his friend Emon after having
dinner. At that time, the accused,
who were lying in wait with
firearms and local weapons, inter-
cepted them and dragged them off
the motorcycle and started beating
them.

At one stage, the main accused
Md. Arif Hossain pointed a
firearm at Bappi and other accused
% attacked him with sharp weapons.
Emon, who was with Bappi, tact-
fully fled and saved himself. Later,
Bappi was shot in the chest. When
Tapsir Alam Shaun rushed to res-
cue Bappi hearing the gunshots, he
was also shot and attacked with
sharp weapons. Both fell bleeding on the
road, and the attackers inflicted more injuries
and fled firing indiscriminately to create
panic.

Initial police investigation revealed that there
had been a long-standing dispute between the
deceased Bappi and the prime accused Arif
and his associates over establishing domi-
nance in the area. Bappi and local dignitaries
had warned them socially and verbally sever-
al times to refrain from various activities.
Considering Bappi ¢ see page 7

Citizen Land
Service Centre
opens in Paltan to

conveys the values of justice, peace,
harmony and human welfare.“Demons
have emerged repeatedly in this country,
and the people of Bangladesh have
defeated them,” Mirza Fakhrul said.

Recalling the history of Ramna Kali
Mandir, he said attempts were made to
destroy it in 1971 and that the temple
was subsequently demolished in 1973.
“The destruction was carried out by
those who spoke of secularism,” he said.
The President

¢ see page 7

Experts call for
increased health
budget allocation to
control hypertension

Staff correspondent

Speakers at a workshop on
Saturday called for allocat-
ing a significant share of
Bangladesh's increased
health budget to hyperten-
sion control, saying sustain-
able financing could help
reduce deaths from non-
communicable diseases
(NCDs).
They said NCDs, including
hypertension, account for
approximately 571,000
deaths in Bangladesh every
¢ see page 7

Bangladesh needs $1.4b

to tackle climate-related
health risks: Study

Staff correspondent

Bangladesh needs US$1.4
billion to address the health
impacts of climate change
under its Health National
Adaptation Plan (HNAP) for
2026-2031, with a study
identifying potential funding
sources from  domestic
resources, development part-
ners and international cli-
mate funds.The study by
BRAC University’s Centre
for Climate Change and
Environmental ~ Research
(C3ER), released at BRAC
Centre in the capital on
Saturday, proposes mobilis-
ing $380 million from

drugs in Chhagalnaiya
border operations
Jahangir Alam, Staff Reporter

Border Guard Bangladesh
(BGB) seized a large quanti-
ty of illicit drugs during two
separate operations along the
Chhagalnaiya border in Feni.
In the drives, personnel from
Feni Battalion (4 BGB)
recovered 36 kg of cannabis,
47 bottles of Phensedyl, and
5 bottles of Indian liquor.
The estimated market value
of the seized narcotics is
around Tk 1,52,300.
The matter was confirmed in
a press release issued by the
4 BGB Battalion on Sunday
(October 18).
According to BGB sources,
¢ see page 7

Three K&i*lled, In‘clant,
In Separate Road Accidents in
Jaintiapur; 12 Injured

Naeem Ahmed, Sylhet Correspondent

Three people, including a three-month-old infant, were killed
in two separate road accidents in Jaintiapur, Sylhet. At least 12
others were injured in the incidents. Police have seized the bus
and truck involved in the accidents.

The accidents occurred on Saturday (October 17) near the
Jaintiapur Ferry Ghat area and the Biraimara Bridge area on
the Sylhet-Tamabil Highway.

According to police sources, a head-on collision took place
between a tourist bus heading to Jaflong from Rajbari and a

stone-laden truck travelling towards Sylhet. One person was
killed on the spot. The deceased was identified as Hasan
Pramanik, 40, a resident of Rajbari district.
Five other people, including

¢ see page 7

Garment Workers Protest in Uttara

Uttara Turns into a Battlefield Amid Clashes
Between Workers and Police; Two Cases
Filed Against 1,500 Individuals

Syed Bashir Ahmed, Chief Reporter

Two separate cases have been
filed  following  clashes
between garment workers who
were protesting for unpaid
wages and allowances in the
capital's Uttara area and the
police. The cases involve
between 1,200 and 1,500
unidentified garment workers
as accused.

The cases were filed separate-
ly by the Uttara East Police
Station and the Industrial Police.

According to police sources, garment workers
had been protesting in the Uttara area for
some time, demanding the payment of out-
standing wages and allowances. As the situa-
tion escalated, the workers occupied the roads
and began throwing bricks and stones. To
bring the situation under control, the police
deployed tear gas and water cannons to dis-

perse the crowd.

During the unrest, some unruly workers
caused damage to the property of ordinary cit-
izens, assaulted government officials and
employees, and actively obstructed govern-
ment operations. Several police officers sus-
tained injuries from the bricks and stones
thrown by the workers. It is also reported that
some workers were injured during the clash-

University to hold
policy dialogue on
Black Carbon Nov 1

Staff correspondent
The University of Dhaka
(DU) and  Stockholm
University of Sweden, in
cooperation with the Clean
Air Fund, will jointly organ-
ise a policy dialogue on
Black Carbon and other
Short-Lived Climate
Pollutants  (SLCPs) on
November 1.The programme
will be held at the Pan
Pacific Sonargaon Hotel in
the capital, a DU press
release said
today.Environment, Forest
and Climate Change
Minister ~ Abdul  Awal
Mintoois expected to address
the inaugural session as the
chief guest.Adviser to the
Prime Minister and PMO
Spokesperson Dr Mahdi
Amin, Principal Coordinator
¢ see page 7

Initiative taken to
expedite hearings

in Abrar, 2 other
murder cases: AG
Staff correspondent

Attorney General Ruhul
Quddus Kajal on Sunday
said special initiative is
being taken to expedite hear-
ings in the in three high-pro-
file  murder cases —
Narayanganj seven-murder
case, retired Major Sinha Md
Rashed Khan and Buet stu-
dent Abrar Fahad murder
cases.The three important
cases have been awaiting
hearings in the Appellate
Division for a long time, he
said.He said arrangements
would be made for speedy
hearings once court proceed-
ings resume after the vaca-
tion.The trials and subse-
quent High Court proceed-
ings in all three cases have
been completed.
Following hearings on

¢ see page 7

RMP Holds Preparatory Meeting
Ahead of Prime Minister Tariq
Rahman’s Rajshahi Visit and
Sharadiya Durga Puja

Md. Sohel Rana, Rajshahi Correspondent

A preparatory meeting was held on Thursday, 15 October
2026, at 7:00 PM, organized by the Rajshahi Metropolitan
Police (RMP) on the occasion of the upcoming visit of
Honorable Prime Minister Mr. Tarig Rahman to Rajshahi and
the celebration of Sharadiya Durga Puja.

?Md. Mizanur Rahman Minu, MP, Honorable Minister for
Land, Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh,
attended the meeting as the Chief Guest.

?The meeting featured detailed discussions on overall prepa-
rations to ensure a successful, orderly, and smooth visit of the
Honorable Prime Minister, alongside maintaining law and
order, and ensuring that Sharadiya Durga Puja is celebrated in
a peaceful, safe, and festive atmosphere.

?Emphasis was placed on strengthening coordination among
all relevant government departments and institutions regard-
ing the Prime Minister’s visit, ensuring public safety, and tak-
ing necessary measures to maintain a peaceful environment at
Puja pavilions (puja mandaps).

?The meeting was also attended by Advocate Shafiqul Haque
Milon, Member of Parliament for Rajshahi-3; Md. Mahfuzur
Rahman Riton, Administrator of Rajshahi City Corporation;
Md. Yusuf Ali, Divisional Commissioner; Mohammad Fayzul
Kabir, Rajshahi Metropolitan Police Commissioner; Freedom
Fighter Advocate Ershad Ali Esha, Administrator of the
District Council; Abul Kalam Azad Sweet, Chairman of the
Rajshahi Development ¢ see page 7

offer free assistance

Staff correspondent
The Citizen Land Service
Centre-2 has opened in
Purana Paltan in the capital
to help citizens access vari-
ous land-related services free
of charge.
Land Minister Md Mizanur
Rahman Minu inaugurated
the centre at house No. 71 in
Purana  Paltan  around
12:30pm on Sunday. State
Minister for Land Mir
Mohammed Helal Uddin
also attended the pro-
gramme.The centre will
assist citizens with applica-
tions for land mutation, certi-
fied copies of khatians (land
records), land development
tax payments and mouza
maps, among other
services.It will also help peo-
ple submit mutation applica-
tions, pay court fees and
duplicate carbon receipt
(DCR) fees, apply online for
certified khatian copies, pay
land development tax and
apply for mouza maps.The
assistance will be free,
though applicable govern-
ment fees for individual
services may still apply.The
centre will also help citizens
use the “Bhumi” mobile app
and other authorised online
and automated land services.
¢ see page 7

¢ see page 7

Indian Assistant High Commissioner
Visits Puja Mandap in Rangpur

Mohinul Islam Sujon.

Indian Assistant High Commissioner to Rajshahi Manoj
Kumar visited a Puja Mandap in Rangpur. Visiting Rangpur
for the first time to see Durga Puja, he expressed satisfaction
with the environment and arrangements.

On Saturday (October 17), at noon, Manoj Kumar visited the
Kali Temple in the Payra Chattar area of Rangpur city. At the
time, he exchanged greetings with the leaders of the Durga
Puja Celebration Committee. Later, he toured the temple
premises and inquired about the overall arrangements for the
puja.

Expressing satisfaction with the festive atmosphere and
arrangements, the Indian Assistant High Commissioner said,
“I had never visited before, so | thought | would visit Rangpur
and see how the puja is celebrated.

After coming here, | found it very good. The puja is being cel-
ebrated in a cordial atmosphere. I extend my Sharadiya greet-
ings to everyone.”

Leaders of the Sanatan religion in Rangpur were present at the
time.

es. First Case,Filed

¢ see page 7
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RDH to install solar panels on
rooftops of 400 buildings

Staff correspondent

To increase the use of renewable energy in
government facilities, an initiative has been
launched to install solar power panels on the
rooftops of more than 400 buildings belong-
ing to the Roads and Highways Department
(RHD).The solar panels with capacity of
5,144 kilowatts (kW) will be installed in these
establishments and other unused spaces under
the department in phases from the current fis-
cal to 2029-30 fiscal year. Through this initia-
tive, the department aims to reduce electricity

costs for government offices, decrease
dependence on the national grid, lower carbon
emissions, and contribute to achieving the
nation's renewable energy targets, RHD Chief
Engineer Md. Moniruzzaman told BSS.

RHD officials said solar power systems with
a combined capacity of 410 kW have already
been installed at different RHD facilities, gen-
erating about 25,000 units of electricity per
month.The RHD chief engineer mentioned
that for the current fiscal 2026-27, steps have
been taken to invite tenders for the installa-
tion of solar power ¢ see page 7
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Preserve Bangladesh’s

said the temple was restored in 2001 at the initiative of BNP
leader Gayeshwar Chandra Roy following instructions from
then Prime Minister Khaleda Zia.

He also paid tribute to Khaleda Zia.Calling on people to
remain united in protecting communal harmony, Mirza
Fakhrul said Bangladesh's record of communal harmony is
often misrepresented and subjected to misinformation.He
assured members of the Hindu community that the govern-
ment will work sincerely to address the problems they current-
ly face.The President wished everyone peaceful and successful
Durga Puja celebrations and thanked those who performed in
a cultural programme there.Prime Minister’s Special Assistant
on Hindu, Buddhist, Christian and Ethnic Affairs Bijon Kanti
Sarkar, Ramna Temple President Arpana Roy Das and General
Secretary Milton Baidya were present on the stage. Subhash
Chandra Das, a member of Ramna Temple, honoured the
President by draping a traditional uttariya around him.

Ishraque says he raised

approached their convoy aggressively near a suspected drug
den.He claimed that law enforcement agencies and his own
intelligence sources had warned him of possible security risks,
including the possibility of drug traders firing at them from
rooftops.“The weapon was raised for a very short time in self-
defence to protect lives and property amid fears of an immi-
nent attack,” the state minister said, adding that it was put
away as soon as the potential threat had passed.He said the
firearm was licensed by the competent authority and that it
was displayed for self-defence within the legal framework.In a
video, Ishrague was seen carrying a firearm while chasing sev-
eral people during an anti-drug operation in Gendaria on
Saturday.

According to the statement, the drive was part of a coordinat-
ed social resistance initiative involving local residents, law
enforcement agencies and political and social leaders to curb
drug trading in Gendaria and surrounding areas.Ishraque said
he had received complaints from residents about drug trading
and the spread of drugs among students in areas, including
Ghantighar, Munshitek and Koratitola, since taking office as
the elected representative of Dhaka-6.He said the area had
become a major transit point for drug syndicates after the 2024
mass uprising.Following a drug-related violent incident in
June in which three people were reportedly shot, the state min-
ister said he visited the area and held several coordination
meetings with senior law enforcement officials.He said he had
also sent a demi-official letter to the relevant police station
seeking to address manpower shortages and establish a perma-
nent police outpost near the suspected drug dens. “The propos-
al has yet to be implemented.” About the operation, Ishraque
said Gendaria police were informed shortly after the team
reached the area and that joint drives were subsequently con-
ducted with police assistance.

He claimed that four to five illegal makeshift drug dens were
dismantled during the operation. Heroin, foreign liquor, drug-
use paraphernalia, locally made sharp weapons, cash alleged-
ly linked to drug sales and mobile phones suspected to have
been snatched were seized, he said.Six alleged drug traders
were detained and handed over to police along with the seized
items, according to the statement.The state minister also criti-
cised reports by several media outlets, accusing them of pre-
senting the firearm incident without its broader context.He
alleged that the reports focused on images of him holding a
weapon while overlooking the operation and the reported
seizures and arrests.Ishraque urged media outlets to verify
information and publish reports with the full context.
Reiterating the government’s “zero-tolerance” policy on
drugs, he said eliminating drug dens and making Dhaka-6 free
of drugs are among his major commitments to the public.The
state minister said anti-drug operations will continue in the
public interest.

School Building at Risk of

and beams of the classroom. This caused panic among stu-
dents and teachers. Due to the dilapidated condition of the
building, young students have to come to school every day
fearing an accident.

Meanwhile, the bank of a privately owned pond belonging to
Russell Mia and Haque Mia on the west side of the school
building has broken and reached the wall of the building. As
the rear part of the building is in the water, locals fear that the
building may collapse into the pond at any time due to soil ero-
sion. Parents have expressed concern that a major accident
may occur if effective measures are not taken quickly.

The head teacher of the school, Asadullah, said that the risky
condition of the building and the need to construct a new con-
crete building have been informed to the concerned authorities
several times. But no effective solution has been found yet. To
ensure the safety of the students, he has sought urgent inter-
vention of Yaser Khan Chowdhury, Member of Parliament for
Nandail constituency and State Minister for Information and
Broadcasting.

Nandail Upazila Education Officer (Acting) Monowarul Islam
said that an application has been received in this regard. The
matter has been informed to the higher authorities.

The demand of the locals and parents is that necessary meas-
ures must be taken quickly regarding the risky building for the
safety of the students. At the same time, it is urgent to take ini-
tiatives to prevent the erosion of the pond and construct a new
concrete building at the school.

Daylight Murder in

as an obstacle td their dominance due to previous enmity, the
accused planned revenge. Accordingly, on the day of the inci-
dent, they took position in advance with firearms and local
weapons, intercepted Bappi's motorcycle and carried out a
sudden attack, then shot him dead. Shaun, who came forward
to rescue Bappi, also became a victim of their armed attack.
Immediately after this sensational murder, under the direction
of the Superintendent of Police of Chattogram District and
under the supervision of the Additional Superintendent of
Police and Sitakunda Circle, Sitakunda Model Police Station
visited the spot, analyzed evidence and launched a series of
operations. In continuation of this, the accused were arrested
and weapons recovered within 24 hours.

The arrested are

Md. Arif Hossain (29), Father - Ismail Hossain alias Bikashu,
Vill Madhyam Mahmudabad, Barbakunda, Sitakunda.
Fakhrul Islam (32), Father - Late Nur Alam, Vill - Alinagar,
Barbakunda.

Abdul Mannan (28), Father - Abul Kashem, Vill - Nodalia,
Barbakunda.

Md. Iftekhar (35), Father - Md. Mozammel Haque, Vill -
Alinagar, Barbakunda.

Ariful Islam Javed (25), Father - Md. Nazrul Islam, Vill -
Hasnabad, Muradpur, Sitakunda.

Nur Ahmed Rony (Rony), Father - Late Zahir Islam, Vill -
Madhyam Mahmudabad, Barbakunda.

In this regard, the Officer-in-Charge (OC) of Sitakunda Model
Police Station said that legal action against the arrested is
under process.

Experts call for increased

year, making stronger investment in prevention, treatment and
access to essential medicines crucial. The call was made at a
workshop titled “Sustainable Financing for Hypertension
Control in Bangladesh: Progress, Barriers and the Way
Forward” at BMA Bhaban in the capital.Research and advoca-
cy organisation PROGGA (Knowledge for Progress) organ-
ised the workshop with support from the Global Health
Advocacy Incubator (GHAI).A total of 28 journalists from
print, television and online media attended the
event.According to the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics' (BBS)
Health and Morbidity Status Survey 2025, hypertension ranks
first among the country's top 10 diseases.In 2024, around
283,800 people died from cardiovascular diseases in
Bangladesh, with hypertension accounting for 52 percent of

those deaths, the workshop was told.The rising prevalence of
hypertension among young people is also a concern.According
to the Bangladesh NCD STEPS Survey 2018, around 12 per-
cent of people aged 18-39 were found to have hypertension.
Md Riad Arafin, deputy general manager (sales and market-
ing) of Essential Drugs Company Limited, said the increase in
the health budget for the 2026-27 fiscal year was an important
government initiative.Prioritising hypertension control in the
increased allocation would help ensure an uninterrupted sup-
ply of free medicines for disadvantaged communities, he
said.Doulot Akter Mala, president of the Economic Reporters'
Forum (ERF), said NCDs account for 71 percent of all deaths
in the country, while only 4.2 percent of the health budget is
allocated to the sector.The media could play an important role
in highlighting the need for increased allocations to address
the burden of NCDs, she said.Muhammad Ruhul Quddus,
Bangladesh country lead of GHAI, said hypertension affected
more people in the country than any other disease, making sus-
tainable financing essential to controlling it. The workshop
was chaired by ABM Zubair, executive director of PROGGA,
while Samiha Bintay Kamal, programme officer of the organ-
isation, delivered the thematic presentation.

BGB seizes large haul of

patrol teams from the Madhugram and Champaknagar Border
Outposts (BOPs) under the 4 BGB conducted the operations in
the border areas of Chhagalnaiya as part of their routine anti-
smuggling and anti-narcotics drives. The seized drugs were
subsequently handed over to Chhagalnaiya Police Station for
further legal proceedings.
?Commenting on the operation, Lieutenant Colonel Md.
Hasibul Islam, PSC, Commanding Officer of Feni Battalion (4
BGB), stated that BGB remains on high alert to curb border
crimes, prevent illegal entry, and stop the spread of drugs. He
reaffirmed that such regular and special drives will continue in
line with BGB’s 'zero tolerance' policy against drugs.

Three Killed, Including

the bus driver, sustained serious injuries. Local residents res-
cued the injured and sent them to hospital.

In a separate incident, two people, including an infant, were
killed in a head-on collision between two private cars near
Biraimara Bridge on the Tamabil Road at around noon.

The infant was identified as Ayat, son of Hasanuzzaman, from
Paschim Makherpara village in Gowainghat upazila. The other
victim was identified as Alifa Akter, 15, daughter of Md.
Kawsar Ahmed, from Barishal district.

Sub-Inspector Nazmul Haque of Tamabil Highway Police
Station confirmed the incidents and said the vehicles involved
had been taken into police custody. Traffic on the highway
returned to normal following the accidents.

DU, Stockholm Universit

(SDG Affairs) at the Prime Minister's Office Prof Dr S M
Abdul Awal, and Ambassador of Sweden to Bangladesh
Nicolas Weeks will attend the function as special guests.

DU Pro-Vice Chancellor (Academic) Prof Dr Abdus Salam
will deliver the welcome address and provide an overview of
the objectives and programme of the dialogue.The event will
bring together leading scientists, policymakers, government
representatives, international organizations, civil society mem-
bers, business leaders, and key stakeholders to discuss science-
guided actions on SLCPs to advance climate objectives,
improve air quality, and protect public health across South
Asia.The dialogue builds on a long-standing history of
Bangladesh-Sweden collaboration in atmospheric science, cli-
mate, and air-pollution policy. It will also celebrate major
milestones in this partnership, including the Bangladesh
Climate Observatory Bhola (BCOB)-jointly operated by DU
and Stockholm University since 2013-and the 2011
Bangladesh-Sweden policy dialogue in Dhaka, which con-
tributed to international cooperation on SLCPs through the
Climate and Clean Air Coalition (CCAC).Highlighting the
urgency, the release noted that South Asia faces severe chal-
lenges from air pollution and accelerating climate change, with
profound consequences for human health, food and water
security, sea-level rise, extreme weather, livelihoods, and eco-
nomic development. The dialogue will focus on utilizing
regionally generated, policy-relevant science to identify key
priorities for SLCP mitigation, atmospheric measurements and
verification, risk assessment, and integrated climate and air-
quality action.

Bangladesh needs $1.4b to

domestic public financing, $360 million from health-related
contributions by other sectors, $520 million from development
partners and $140 million through international climate-
finance channels.The proposed amounts are financing targets,
not confirmed commitments, the study noted.The plan aims to
address climate-related health challenges, including extreme
heat, climate-sensitive diseases, unsafe water and disruptions
to essential healthcare services.Bangladesh will need around
Tk 17,000 crore, equivalent to $1.4 billion, to implement the
plan and tackle the adverse health effects of climate change,
said Prof Dr Igbal Kabir, director of the Centre for Climate
Change and Public Health.Dr Ainun Nishat, emeritus profes-
sor at BRAC University and adviser to C3ER, said the grow-
ing health burden of climate change must be reflected in the
country’s development planning and financing.He said the
HNAP should guide investments across the health, water and
infrastructure sectors, with clear responsibilities for ministries
and specific budget allocations. International adaptation
finance should complement national efforts, particularly
through grants to protect vulnerable communities.According
to the study, domestic public financing and contributions from
other sectors could jointly cover around 53 percent of the
plan’s investment needs.Potential domestic sources include
health-sector budgets, the Annual Development Programme
and the Bangladesh Climate Change Trust Fund. Investments
in drainage, sanitation, safe water and flood-resilient infra-
structure could also help reduce disease risks and maintain
access to healthcare.Development partners could provide
around 37 percent of the required financing, with potential
support aligned with programmes of the World Bank,
UNICEF, the World Food Programme, the World Health
Organization and the United Nations Population Fund.The
study also identifies possible funding opportunities through
the Green Climate Fund, Adaptation Fund and Least
Developed Countries Fund.Ahead of COP31, the financing
roadmap could help Bangladesh present specific climate-
health investment proposals to development partners and inter-
national climate-finance institutions, it said.Four components
account for $966 million, or 69 percent, of the plan’s invest-
ment framework: $350 million for resilient and low-carbon
infrastructure, technologies and supply chains; $266 million
for integrated risk monitoring, early warning and emissions
tracking; $210 million for a climate-smart health workforce;
and $140 million for leadership and governance.

The study recommends incorporating climate-risk assessments
into new health-sector development projects, establishing a
dedicated taskforce under the Health Ministry to develop cost-
ed interventions, and introducing specific codes in the govern-
ment’s iBAS++ accounting system to track climate-health
expenditure.It also calls for stronger coordination among gov-
ernment agencies, development partners, the private sector and
NGOs to mobilise funding effectively.Speakers at the event
stressed the need for blended finance to address challenges in
the health sector, alongside training for doctors, nurses, phar-
macists and other healthcare workers on climate-related health
risks. They also recommended incorporating climate-related
health risks into educational curricula.

Uttara Turns into a Battlefield

by the Uttara East Police Station, this case concerns the dam-
age caused to the lives and property of ordinary citizens, the

blocking of roads, and the vandalism and destruction of gov-
ernment assets. It names 1,200 to 1,500 unidentified workers
as accused.

Second Case: Filed by a driver on behalf of the Industrial
Police, this case pertains to an assault on an Industrial Police
officer and the vandalism of a government vehicle. It names 60
to 70 unidentified garment workers as accused.

Confirming the incident, the officer-in-charge of the Uttara
East Police Station stated that efforts are underway to maintain
law and order. Authorities are also reviewing CCTV footage
and video recordings to identify the specific individuals direct-
ly involved in the violence. Those involved will be promptly
brought to justice based on video footage.

Meanwhile, additional police have been deployed in the Uttara
zone to prevent any untoward incidents and to maintain law
and order in the area. Security measures have been strength-
ened at various points, and the entire area has been placed
under the surveillance of intelligence agencies.

Initiative taken to expedite

appeals and death references, the High Court upheld death sen-
tences and other punishments against the accused.
Seven-murder caseOn April 27, 2014, seven people, including
Narayanganj City Corporation councillor Nazrul Islam and
lawyer Chandan Sarker, were abducted from Narayanganj
court area. They were later murdered and their bodies dumped
in the Shitalakkhya River.The incident sparked widespread
outrage across the country.Following the trial court's verdict,
On August 22, 2017, the High Court upheld the death sen-
tences of 15 of the 26 convicts sentenced to death.ajor Sinha
murder case

Retired Major Sinha Md Rashed Khan was shot dead by police
at Shamlapur checkpost in Teknaf, Cox's Bazar, on the night of
July 31, 2020.

Following the trial court's verdict, the High Court delivered its
judgment on June 2, 2025, upholding the death sentences of
Pradeep Kumar Das, the then officer-in-charge of Teknaf
Police Station, and Liagat Ali, the then inspector of
Baharchhara Police Investigation Centre.

The case is now awaiting a hearing in the Appellate
Division.Abrar Fahad murder caseOn the night of October 6,
2019, a group of leaders and activists of Bangladesh Chhatra
League's beat Abrar Fahad, a second-year student of electrical
and electronics engineering (EEE) department, to death at
Sher-e-Bangla Hall of Bangladesh University of Engineering
and Technology (Buet). Following hearings on appeals and
death references against the trial court's verdict, the High
Court delivered its judgment on March 16, 2025, upholding
the death sentences of 20 convicts and life imprisonment for
five others.

RMP Holds Preparator

Authority; and Md. Mamun Or Rashid, Superintendent of
Police, among other senior officials and dignitaries

Citizen Land Service Centre

It will receive land-related complaints and advise citizens on
resolving various problems.The Ministry of Land has taken
the initiative to simplify land services, reduce harassment and
ensure more transparent and faster service delivery. The min-
istry hopes the centre will reduce the difficulties citizens face
when accessing land services online and make the process eas-
ier. Acting Land Secretary Md Emdadul Hog Chowdhury and
relevant officials were present at the inauguration.

RDH to install solar panels

systems with a capacity of 284 kW. Additionally, he said,
preparations are underway to install further systems with a
capacity of 960 kW, while this initiative will be expanded in
phases to increase the use of solar power across public facili-
ties.According to the RHD's roadmap, the targets for solar
power capacity installation are as follows: 1,244 kW in the
2026-27 fiscal year, 1,200 kW in 2027-28, 1,200 kW in 2028-
29, and 1,500 kW in the 2029-30 fiscal year. The cumulative
target for the four fiscal years is 5,144 kilowatts.The initiative
involves utilising not only the rooftops of different departmen-
tal buildings but also unused open spaces for solar power gen-
eration. Plans are currently underway to develop projects for
establishing megawatt-scale solar power plants in these loca-
tions.Moniruzzaman said installing solar panels on the
rooftops of government buildings allows for electricity gener-
ation without the need for additional land. He said if the elec-
tricity generated during the day is consumed within the respec-
tive offices, the dependence on the national grid will decrease,
which will lead to cost savings on electricity and enhance effi-
ciency in energy management.He further emphasised that the
use of solar power is crucial for reducing dependence on fos-
sil fuels and lowering carbon emissions.Consequently, the
RHD has devised a plan to identify and utilise all its facilities
that offer potential for solar power generation.

The officials said the department views the installation of solar
power systems on government building rooftops not merely as
a means to generate electricity, but as a comprehensive initia-
tive aimed at reducing energy costs, maximising the utility of
existing infrastructure, and promoting green energy.Experts
consider this RHD initiative to be well-aligned with the
nation's broader goals for expanding renewable
energy.Muzaffar Ahmed, Chairman of the Sustainable and
Renewable Energy Development Authority (SREDA), said
Bangladesh is actively transitioning away from fossil fuels
toward clean energy sources, such as solar and wind power. In
particular, increasing the use of solar energy will contribute to
achieving the country's 'net-zero' climate goal by 2050, he
said. The role of the RHD in

make it easier to assess the project's overall effectiveness.

Information Commission
will serve people, not gov-
ernment or Individuals: CIC

Staff correspondent

Chief Information Commissioner (CIC) Prof Dr Nahreen
Islam Khan on Sunday said the Information Commission will
work for the people, not for any government or particular indi-
vidual, with ensuring citizens’ right to information among its
top priority.

She said the commission's initial tasks will be to ensure peo-
ple's access to information, raise public awareness about its
activities and make it easier for citizens to seek
information.Nahreen made the remarks while speaking to
journalists after a meeting with Information and Broadcasting
Minister Andaleeve Rahman at the Secretariat.The govern-
ment on Saturday appointed Nahreen as the CIC and journal-
ists SAM Mahfuzur Rahman and Khan Mohammad Abul
Hossain as Information Commissioners.Responding to ques-
tions about the appointment of a woman as the CIC for the first
time and the commission’s future activities, Nahreen said gen-
der should not determine how a person performs their respon-
sibilities. “What matters is the responsibility itself, not gender.
The most important thing is to ensure equal priority for every-
one in society,” she said.She noted that though the Information
Commission had existed for the past 17 years, it had not been
able to carry out any particularly significant work.The CIC
expressed hope that the commission, appointed under a demo-
cratic government, will function as an independent body and
ensure people's right to information.

“The Information Commission is for the people. We will work
for the people, not for any government or any particular indi-
vidual. We will work for everyone, and our doors will remain
open to all people in Bangladesh,” she said.Information
Commissioner Mahfuzur Rahman, who previously served as
the speechwriter to Prime Minister, said he has taken on a new
responsibility at an independent statutory institution.It is
important to make clear how such an institution should func-
tion and serve the public, he said, adding that the right to infor-
mation belongs to all citizens, not just the media.Emphasising
transparency and accuracy in the flow of information,
Mahfuzur Rahman said the commission will seek to promote
social welfare, public welfare and the interests of the state
through the transparent and responsible dissemination of accu-
rate information. He said the commission will play an active
role in meeting people's expectations regarding access to infor-
mation and will stand beside citizens in exercising that right.

25 Manikganj villages
rely on fragile bamboo
bridge for daily travel

Staff correspondent

A bamboo bridge over the Ichamati River is the only depend-
able crossing for around 25 villages in Shibaloy upazila, forc-
ing thousands of people to risk their lives every day to reach
schools, markets, hospitals and government offices, as locals
demand a permanent bridge.

The makeshift bridge, near Amdala Bazar, becomes particular-
ly dangerous during the rainy season, leaving students, farm-
ers, patients and other residents vulnerable to accidents while
crossing the river. Several people have reportedly been injured
after slipping and falling from the bridge.

The river separates Ulayel union from Arua union, with educa-
tional institutions, markets, the Paturia ferry terminal, a fire
station and other important facilities located on both
sides.Thousands of people from the two unions use the cross-
ing every day to reach markets, the upazila headquarters,
health centres, police station, land office and other government
and private offices.Schoolchildren also have to cross the
bridge at considerable risk, while some are delayed in reach-
ing school on time, particularly during examinations.Many
primary school students do not know how to swim, leaving
their parents worried about their safety. The suffering becomes
even greater when someone dies, as boats are the only option
for carrying bodies across the river to burial grounds, locals
said.Sushanta Kumar Saha, a resident of Rupsa village, said
students, children and elderly people often face accidents
while travelling by boat.“There is a risk of children and elder-
ly people losing their lives in boat capsizes,” he said.

Local farmers said those living on the opposite bank have to
take vegetables and other agricultural produce to Amdala
Bazar for sale. They also depend on the bamboo bridge.Many
residents of Ulayel union also have farmland on the opposite
bank and have to cross the river every day, often at consider-
able risk, for agricultural work.Locals have long been demand-
ing the construction of a bridge over the Ichamati River, stag-
ing protests, forming human chains and holding other pro-
grammes.They said a bridge will directly benefit around 25
villages -- 10 in Shibaloy union, including Kashadah, Paipara,
Arpara and Nabagram, and around 15 in Ulayel union, includ-
ing Amdala, Bhaowalkandi and Charipara.

this endeavor is truly com-
mendable, he added.
According to policy informa-
tion released by SREDA, the
Renewable Energy Policy
2025 sets targets for renewable
energy to account for 20 per-
cent of total electricity genera-
tion by 2030 and 30 percent by
2040. Achieving these goals
requires a focus on expanding
rooftop solar power, large-
scale solar power plants, and
other  renewable  energy
sources. In this context, it is
significant to utilise the build-
ings and unused land belong-
ing to large government enti-
ties like RHD for solar power
generation.By installing solar
panels in phases on the
rooftops of the department's
various offices, engineering
facilities and other buildings, a
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Humanitarian Eye Doctor
Free treatment is provided to helpless and extremely poor eye patients.
Jalalabad Eye Hospital, Chattogram.
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French police arrest 1,800 after violent
clashes, looting during protests

International Desk

French police arrested at least 1,800
people across the country after violent
groups clashed with officers and looted
shops during nationwide demonstrations
that drew hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple protesting rising living costs and
poor conditions in schools.

Authorities said masked groups set fires
and attacked public buildings, including
city halls, in several cities on Saturday.

In Limoges, a city in central France,
flames engulfed the 19th-century City
Hall, causing its roof to collapse. Haute-
Vienne prefect Maurice Barate told LCI
television that the fire was deliberately
set and nearly destroyed the building.
The fire was brought under control on
Sunday.

French President Emmanuel Macron
will hold an emergency meeting with

senior government officials on Sunday
afternoon before addressing the nation
at 8pm, his office said.

“The right to protest is a fundamental
right. Deliberately and collectively sow-
ing disorder through violence is not,”
Interior Minister Laurent Nufiez wrote
on X, referring to the looting of hun-
dreds of businesses in Paris, Marseille,
Lyon, Bordeaux, Rennes, Strasbourg,
Grenoble, Nice, Limoges and other
cities.

Nufiez and Prime Minister Sébastien
Lecornu blamed some of the violence on
“radical far-left groups,” saying others
later joined in to loot businesses.

Paris police said on Sunday that 855
people had been arrested in the French
capital region alone. Authorities esti-
mated that around 550,000 people took
part in protests across France, while
organisers put the figure at about

800,000.

More than 500 police officers, gen-
darmes and firefighters were injured,
Nufiez said.

One person died of a heart attack, Paris
police said in a statement, without pro-
viding further details. The Paris prose-
cutor’s office said it was investigating
the death.

Around Place de la République in Paris,
dislodged cobblestones, shattered
shopfronts and broken glass were visible
on Sunday morning, reflecting the scale
of the previous day's unrest. Looting and
damage were reported around the square
and in other tourist and shopping areas
in the city centre.

Police said groups ranging from several
hundred to more than 1,000 people
staged unauthorised marches across cen-
tral Paris on Saturday.

“By late afternoon, a new phase began
with the arrival of large numbers of peo-
ple whose sole aim was to steal and loot,
taking advantage of the unrest,” police
said.

The mayors of Paris, Marseille and
Lyon, the country's three largest cities,
requested a meeting with the prime min-
ister in the coming days, citing “the
extent of the damage and the seriousness
of the situation.”

In the southern port city of Marseille,
some protesters briefly forced their way
into the City Hall lobby, while a group
of hooded and masked people damaged
a police station.

In Lyon, a fire broke out inside a tourist
office.

US senator accuses
Turkey of ‘thuggish
behavior’ toward
Greece and Cyprus

International Desk

Republican U.S. Sen. Rick
Scott on Saturday accused
Turkey of “thuggish behav-
ior” toward Greece and
Cyprus, delivering unusually
blunt criticism of a NATO
ally during visits to both
countries.

The Florida senator told The
Associated Press that Turkey
was “not acting like a NATO
ally,” citing its airspace and
maritime  disputes  with
Greece and its continued
military presence in northern
Cyprus. The island has been
divided since 1974.

Scott’s comments come
amid renewed tensions over
a planned undersea electrici-
ty link between Greece and
Cyprus, with a possible
extension to Israel. Turkey
says it should be consulted
before seabed surveys pro-
ceed. Scott, a member of the
Senate Armed Services and
Foreign Relations commit-
tees, held talks with Greek
officials on defense and
energy following a visit to
Athens last week by U.S.
Secretary of State Marco
Rubio.

“You’re not acting like a
NATO ally when you take F-
16s and fly over somebody
else’s country. You’re not
much of an ally when you
occupy a portion of another
country’s land. And that’s
what they’re doing,” Scott
said of Turkey. “So, I'm
hopeful that it will change,
but if you look at it, it’s thug-
gish behavior,” he added.
Greece and Turkey, both
NATO members, have been
embroiled for decades in dis-
putes over maritime bound-
aries in the Aegean Sea and
eastern Mediterranean, as
well as the divided island of
Cyprus.

The electricity project has
become the latest source of
friction between Ankara and
Athens.
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Major fire

-Canadian military

base leaves people dead, injured

International Desk

A major fire at a Canadian military base in
Alberta left people dead and injured on
Saturday, with hospitals reportedly struggling
to cope with a large influx of casualties.
Firefighters battled the blaze late into the
night as strong winds pushed flames beyond
Canadian Forces Base Wainwright into near-
by rural areas.

The number of people killed or injured was
not immediately known. Dr Warren Thirsk,
an emergency department physician at Royal
Alexandra Hospital in Edmonton, told CBC
News that hospitals across the city were
receiving patients as healthcare facilities near
the base became overwhelmed.

“It’s a disaster. It’s a one in every 15- to 25-
year disaster,” Thirsk said, describing the
scale of the emergency.

Canadian Defence Minister David McGuinty
confirmed the casualties but said authorities
were still trying to establish what had hap-
pened. Speaking to reporters in Ottawa, he
described the situation as “very, very active
and delicate.”

The Royal Canadian Mounted Police
(RCMP) said officers were called shortly
after 4pm on Saturday following reports of a
fire in a training area at the base. Police were
involved in the investigation, while members
of the Canadian Armed Forces were also at
the scene.

McGuinty said he could not recall a similar
incident in recent memory and that authorities
would provide further details in the coming
hours and days.

Firefighters faced difficult conditions as a
windstorm swept across large parts of
Alberta, with gusts reaching 100 kilometres

per hour. The winds toppled trees, blew signs
over and sent garbage cans rolling through
streets.

By 1lpm, the Municipal District of
Wainwright said the fire was being contained
and that property and critical infrastructure
had been protected. No evacuation order had
been issued for residents.

The town of Wainwright, near the base, has a
population of about 7,000.

Saskatchewan Premier Scott Moe said his
province was sending assistance to Alberta
but did not specify what resources would be
provided.

“Our thoughts are with all the brave women
and men affected,” Canadian Prime Minister
Mark Carney said in a social media post.
Alberta Premier Danielle Smith described the
fire as “significant and tragic,” saying it had
affected many military personnel.
Conservative opposition leader Pierre
Poilievre said he had spoken with Carney and
the defence minister to offer support to those
affected. He also urged people in the area to
follow emergency instructions and keep roads
clear for first responders.

Canadian Forces Base Wainwright is one of
the country's busiest military training facili-
ties. It houses the Canadian Manoeuvre
Training Centre, which conducts realistic bat-
tlefield exercises, and the 3rd Canadian
Division Training Centre, which provides
military training. The fire also disrupted
advance voting ahead of Monday's referen-
dum on whether Alberta should begin a
process that could lead to independence from
Canada. Elections Alberta said two polling
stations, in Lloydminster and Vermilion,
closed early on Saturday, with the ballots
transported securely.

International Desk

injuries.

Kolkata Durga Puja
stampede kills 19;
7 arrested

International Desk

Police have arrested seven
people, including organisers,
after a stampede at the
Chorbagan Durga Puja pan-
dal Killed 19 people and
injured dozens in Kolkata on
Saturday evening.

The stampede broke out
around 7:40pm on Saptami,
the seventh day of the 10-
day festival.

Those arrested include puja
committee Secretary Raj
Kumar Sewda, Vice
President Santanu Dubey,
bamboo structure construc-
tor Biplab Mukherjee, crowd
controllers Koushik Saha
and Pintu Dey, and private
security incharges Suman
Chakraborty and Rajesh Pal.
West Bengal Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari said ini-
tial reports indicate a loud-
speaker announcement by
organisers and whistle-
blowing by private security
guards triggered a sudden
rush among revellers.

Visiting the injured at
Kolkata Medical College
and Hospital, Adhikari
emphasized mandatory

lighting and entry-exit gates
at theme-based pandals, stat-
ing, "Lives of people are
more valuable than themes."
The forensic department,
police STF, and Fire Brigade
are investigating the site.
Official events, including
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah's visits, have been
postponed.

Administration temporarily
closed major pandals,
including Tala Pratyay,
Alipore Sarbojanin, Chetla
Agrani, and Ballygunge
Sarbojonin, among the city's
3,500 pujas.

Around 550,000 join
protests across France,

nearly 400 arrested
International Desk

About 550,000 people took
part in nationwide protests
across France on Saturday,
resulting in nearly 400
arrests and injuries to 60
internal security officers,
French Interior Minister
Laurent Nunez said.
Speaking on media, Nunez
condemned the violence, cit-
ing attacks on public build-
ings, police stations, and
businesses. He said city hall
intrusions or attempts in
Marseille, Lille, Calais, and
Angers, alongside actions at
prefectures like Bordeaux,
while opportunistic offend-
ers looted shops in several
cities.

According to media reports,
the rallies brought together
farmers, climate activists,
trade unions, and students
demanding action on fuel
prices, living costs, educa-
tion, and public services.
Protests severely disrupted
public transport, leading
Paris operator RATP to sus-
pend service on over 10
metro lines and close several

stations. The Louvre
Museum limited visitor
numbers, while the

Orangerie Museum required
reservations.

Stating violence has no
place, President Emmanuel
Macron warned on X that
perpetrators of destruction,
attacks on government
offices, and looting will be
prosecuted and punished.
Expressing support for law
enforcement, Macron
declared, "We will stand
united against those who
sow chaos.".

Israeli police probe attack on diplomats in West
Bank 3 chilren killed in Yemen strike

Israeli police on Saturday launched an investigation into an alleged attack
on diplomats visiting the occupied West Bank village of Taybeh, after
footage circulated online appeared to show several diplomats being
assaulted. Public broadcaster Kan reported that representatives from
France, Belgium and Poland were among them. Israel’s military said the
visit had not been coordinated with it and no soldiers were present.

Meanwhile, Iranian-backed Houthi rebels accused Saudi Arabia of carry-
ing out airstrikes in Yemen’s southwestern Dhamar province that killed
three children and wounded more than a dozen people. The strikes report-
edly hit homes in al-Ar village in Dawran Aness district. Saudi Arabia did
not immediately comment. Separately, Washington Post photographer
Heidi Levine was undergoing surgery after being beaten by Israeli settlers
in the West Bank. Her daughter said Levine suffered a nearly severed fin-
ger, a broken rib, multiple fractured vertebrae and lacerations. Levine said
her press-marked helmet and protective vest likely prevented more serious
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Ukrainian drone strikes Ignite fires at

Russian oil facilities in St Petersburg

International Desk

Ukrainian drone attacks sparked fires at oil
facilities in St Petersburg on Sunday, as Kyiv
launched more than 1,000 drones across
Russia in one of its largest aerial offensives of
the war.

The strikes came amid growing tensions
between Ukraine and Washington, with US
President Donald Trump criticizing Kyiv for
targeting Russian oil infrastructure.

One person was Killed and five others injured
in the attacks, which caused fires at the
Petersburg Oil Terminal and the Ruchi oil
depot, according to local Governor Alexander
Beglov. Russian retailer Ozon said its logis-
tics centre was also targeted, while technolo-
gy company VK confirmed an attack on its
data centre.

Russia’s Defence Ministry said its forces had
intercepted or destroyed 1,015 Ukrainian
drones over 15 Russian regions, the annexed
Crimean Peninsula and the Black Sea.
Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry Peskov told
Russian state news agency TASS that Ukraine
was resisting Moscow’s invasion but could
not alter the current course of events.
Meanwhile, Russian attacks on the southern
Ukrainian city of Zaporizhzhia killed a
woman and injured at least two others,
including a six-year-old girl, local officials
said.

The strikes damaged two apartment build-
ings, 18 cars and an educational institution,
according to Mykhailo Semikin, head of the
Zaporizhzhia Regional Military
Administration.

Ukraine Accuses Russia of Continuing
Energy Strikes

On October 11, US President Donald Trump
announced that Russia and Ukraine had
agreed to an “energy ceasefire” in the war,
which has continued for more than four years.
However, he provided few details about the
arrangement, and Kyiv reported further

Russian attacks on energy facilities after the
announcement.

Ukraine confirmed on Thursday that it had
resumed strikes on Russian oil infrastructure
following a three-day pause.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
criticised Russia for continuing to target his
country's energy infrastructure, apparently
disregarding Trump's call for both sides to
halt such attacks. Kyiv had initially said it
was observing the proposed ceasefire.

In a post on X on Sunday, Zelenskyy said
Russia had carried out 76 attacks on Ukraine's
energy, oil and gas sectors in the week since
Trump's announcement.

He added that energy facilities in four
Ukrainian regions had been attacked
overnight, leaving tens of thousands of fami-
lies without electricity. He accused Moscow
of deliberately attempting to cause wide-
spread power outages.

“America should see that Russia is not taking
any reciprocal steps in response to sanctions
relief or agreements,” Zelenskyy wrote, argu-
ing that Moscow viewed opportunities to earn
money as evidence that continuing the war
was worthwhile.

He also stressed that the conflict was contin-
uing because of Russia's invasion, not
Ukraine's efforts to defend itself.

“It is Russia that must face pressure for peace
to have a chance,” he said, thanking those
supporting efforts to achieve peace.

Trump Yet to Decide on Further Sanctions
Trump said on Saturday that he had not yet
decided whether to impose further sanctions
on Russia, despite signing an executive order
on Friday night waiving planned restrictions
on national-interest grounds.

“We’ll figure it out, and you’ll figure it out,”
Trump told reporters at a fundraising dinner
at his Florida estate.

He described the decision as beneficial for the
United States and potentially for the wider
world, without providing further details.

Rubio heads to Central Asia
amid criticism over avoiding
major global crises

International Desk

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio has trav-
elled to Uzbekistan and is scheduled to visit
India to strengthen economic and security ties
with Central and South Asia, amid criticism
that he has kept his distance from major inter-
national crises.

The trip is Rubio's 31st overseas journey as
secretary of state. Critics say his recent travel
schedule has focused on politically less risky
destinations while key diplomatic challenges,
including conflicts in the Middle East and the
Russia-Ukraine war, remain unresolved.
Rubio, who also serves as President Donald
Trump's national security adviser, defended
the trip before leaving Washington on
Saturday, saying the United States needed to
build strategic relationships beyond countries
facing immediate crises.

“It's an important relationship,” Rubio told
reporters, explaining that the visit was
arranged when Central Asian leaders could
meet.

The State Department rejected suggestions
that Rubio was avoiding difficult issues, say-
ing he remained directly involved in discus-
sions on Iran, Gaza, Lebanon, Russia-Ukraine
and China, even when other Trump adminis-
tration officials took the public lead.

The department said Rubio's role was to help
the president develop and implement policies

that advance US interests,
adding that diplomacy also
required building partnerships
and addressing emerging chal-
lenges before they escalated.
Special envoys, including
Steve Witkoff, Jared Kushner
and Tom Barrack, have taken
prominent roles in several
major diplomatic initiatives,
while Rubio has focused on
behind-the-scenes discussions,
according to the department.
Rubio has also prioritised
Latin America, particularly
Venezuela and Cuba, and
worked to strengthen ties with
conservative leaders aligned
with Trump. He has also
sought to reassure NATO allies concerned
about the administration’s intentions towards
Europe and the Arctic.

However, some former US diplomats have
questioned his travel priorities.

Ivo Daalder, a former US ambassador to
NATO under President Barack Obama, said
Rubio had largely avoided the capitals, crises
and negotiations central to the secretary of
state's role.

Daalder argued that Rubio's dual responsibil-
ities as secretary of state and national securi-
ty adviser could leave him overextended. He
also suggested that avoiding difficult negotia-
tions could have political advantages for
Rubio, who has declined to discuss specula-
tion about his future political ambitions.
Deputy Secretary of State Christopher
Landau rejected the criticism, arguing that it
reflected an outdated foreign policy establish-
ment that undervalued Latin America and
other regions.

The State Department maintained that Rubio's
schedule was guided by Trump's foreign poli-
cy and national security priorities, rather than
an attempt to favour certain regions over oth-
ers.

It said diplomatic travel could serve different
purposes, from responding to immediate
crises to strengthening economic and security
partnerships.
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Selma Blair charged after alleged
assaults on flight attendants

Entertainment Desk

Actor Selma Blair was arrested after she was accused of injur-
ing two flight attendants on a trip from Los Angeles to New
York. She was also accused of kicking a police officer taking
her to the hospital and kicking a nurse once she got there.

Blair, 54, was detained at John F. Kennedy International
Airport around 11:00pm Sunday after a Delta Air Lines flight
arrived, the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey said.
According to court documents, she allegedly kicked a police
officer repeatedly in the face, neck and chest while being
secured to a stretcher, causing pain and swelling. She later
allegedly kicked a nurse in the chest at Jamaica Hospital

NicICage turns his back
on Amazon over Al

Entertainment Desk

Hollywood actor Nicolas Cage has announced that he may no
longer work with Amazon because of his opposition to the use
of artificial intelligence (Al).

According to a recent Yahoo Entertainment post, Cage dis-
cussed his experience working on the series Spider-Noir at
New York Comic Con, where he expressed his concerns about
Amazon’s Al policy.

“Amazon is very enthusiastic about using Al, but I’m not in
favor of it,” Cage said. He added, “I’m not part of their team.
Since | haven’t signed the consent form for Al use, | may not
work with that studio again in the future.”

Khairul Basar on
romance rumour

He added that he and Tisha
used to talk and still keep in
touch. Although she can be a
little eccentric and quick-tem-
pered, he said, she is a gen-
uinely good person.

Asked why he is so often
linked to his female co-stars,
Basar replied, “I work with
actresses all day. So, if rumors
are going to start, who else
would they be about? It’s not
like people see me with any-
one else.”

He dismissed the rumour link-
ing him to several actresses
but admitted that he finds
them amusing. “None of those rumors are
true. But I enjoy them,” he said.
also denied being
involved with Sadnima Binte Noman,
describing her as a wonderful co-star who
always speaks her mind.

The actor also made it clear that marriage is
not on his agenda for now. He said he still has
plenty of work to do and family responsibili-
ties to take care of before considering settling
down. “I feel like I still have a lot of work to
do. I have some family responsibilities to take
care of, too. | want to get those things out of
the way first. Maybe then I’ll start thinking
about marriage,” he said.

Entertainment Desk

Popular actor Khairul Basar has been roman-
tically linked to several actresses, including
Sadia Ayman, Tanjin Tisha and Sadnima
Binte Noman.

On a recent podcast, he addressed the rumour,
clarified his relationships with his co-stars
and explained why marriage is not on his
mind just yet.

When the host asked why he had broken up
with Tanjin Tisha, Basar challenged the ques-
tion.

“When was | ever in a relationship with her?
You can only break up if you were together in
the first place!” he said.

Basar

|

e

Medical Center.

Blair was arraigned Monday
night in Queens on two counts
of second-degree assault. Her
lawyer, Shawn Barnes, said
her actions were unintentional,
citing her multiple sclerosis,
missed doses of medication, a
heavy workload and a head
injury during the flight. He
said these factors and the alti-
4| tude caused severe confusion
and disorientation.

The judge set bail at $20,000
cash or $60,000 bond, with the
next hearing scheduled for
January.

The FBI also issued Blair a
notice charging her with
assault over the incident aboard the aircraft. The federal case
will be handled in Brooklyn, though no court date has been set.
Delta said it had zero tolerance for unruly or unlawful behav-
iour. The airline, police and FBI did not immediately disclose
full details of the onboard incident.

Blair previously apologised for an incident on a 2016 flight
after mixing alcohol with medication. Diagnosed with multi-
ple sclerosis in 2018, she has since advocated for disability
rights and attended a White House event in 2023 marking the
Americans with Disabilities Act anniversary. She is known for
films including “Cruel Intentions,” “Legally Blonde” and
“Hellboy.”

Kareena, Salf cel-
ebrate 14 years of
marriage

Entertainment Desk

Bollywood stars Kareena Kapoor Khan and Saif Ali Khan
have celebrated 14 years of marriage.

To mark the occasion, Kareena shared photos on Instagram on
Thursday (October 16), capturing their romantic moments,
family vacations, and memories with their sons, Taimur and
Jeh. “Another year around the sun... Forever to go,” she
wrote.

Saif also shared photos with a playful anniversary message:
“Almost perfect, but something seems to be missing... There,
now it’s absolutely perfect! Happy anniversary, my love.”

Jailer 2 ¢rosses
Rs209¢r in 2
days

Entertainment Desk

Rajinikanth’s Jailer 2 has
stormed the global box
office, grossing more than
Rs 209 crore within just two
days of its release.
According to box office
tracker Sacnilk, the film
earned Rs 59.70 crore net in
India on its opening day,
October 15, followed by Rs
35.60 crore on the second
day.

This brings its total net col-
lection in India to Rs 95.30
crore, while its domestic
gross earnings have reached
Rs 112.10 crore.

The film has also made a
strong impression overseas,
earning an estimated Rs 97
crore in gross revenue from
international markets over its
first two days.

With its domestic and over-
seas earnings combined,
Jailer 2 has grossed Rs
209.10 crore worldwide in
just two days

Legendary Singer Tapan Chowdhury Prepares
for 50th Anniversary Concert in Canada

Entertainment Desk

romantically

My musical journey has brought me so much- countless
achievements, cherished memories, the love and affection of
respected artists, the overwhelming love of millions of fans
and listeners, and everyone’s prayers and blessings.

When | celebrated 40 years in music in Dhaka, many people
joined me for the occasion.

I was especially touched that the legendary Runa Laila Apa
stayed at the event for a long time.

On December 12, | will celebrate 50 years in music with a
special event in Toronto, Canada.

| seek everyone’s love, prayers, and blessings as | mark this
special milestone.

Entertainment Desk

Pori Moni has expressed outrage after
an objectionable Al-generated video
featuring her was posted on
Maasranga Television’s Instagram
account.

Although the television channel has
apologised, Pori Moni said the apolo-
gy had done little to help her. She
blamed the organisation for making
her life miserable.

On Saturday, Pori Moni took to
Facebook to express her anger at
Maasranga Television.

In her post, she wrote, “Dear
Maasranga Television, a simple apolo-
gy through a photo card does absolute-
ly nothing to help. You have once
again made my life miserable, and you
are entirely responsible for it.

I can no longer post anything on social
media, whether it is related to my
work or my personal life.”

Pori Moni also complained that her
children’s photos were being flooded
with hateful comments on social
media.

“Even my children’s photos are not
being spared from thousands of hate-
ful comments.

Tell me, what am | supposed to do
now You have taken away my peace
of mind and harmed my work. What

else is left ” she wrote.

Earlier, Maasranga Television said its
Instagram account had been hacked
and that the video was posted during
the breach. The channel also said it
would take legal action against those
responsible.

Referring to the channel’s statement,
Pori Moni questioned when those
responsible would actually be brought
to justice. “You said you would bring

the culprits to justice.

So, when exactly will that happen As
far as I’m concerned, you are the ones
responsible now,” she wrote.

Late on Friday night, Pori Moni had
also voiced her anger over the incident
during a Facebook Live session.

She said the video was not new and
that people had been sending it to her
via WhatsApp for around a year to a
year and a half.

J
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long-
running TV drama

Entertainment Desk

Richie Solaiman was once a regular presence on television,
starring in dramas year after year.

But after moving to the United States with her family, she
gradually stepped back from acting.

She has been living in Bangladesh again for the past few
years, and her appearances on television have become more
frequent.

Now, she is gearing up for a return to long-running TV dramas
with Al Junior, directed by Nazrul Islam Raju.

Earlier this year, Richie appeared in the seven-episode minis-
eries Apurnota. With Al Junior, she is returning to the long-
running drama format after years away.

Filming is already underway, but she is keeping details under
wraps due to restrictions imposed by the channel.

“Yes, I’m acting in Al Junior. That much | can confirm. | can’t
share anything else right now. I’ll talk about the project in
more detail after it is officially announced at a press confer-
ence,” she said. According to sources, Al Junior will premiere
on Deepto TV soon. More details about the series are expect-
ed to be revealed at a press conference on October 25.

Richie is also looking forward to the release of her first full-
length feature film, Robi in Dhaka, which is expected to hit
cinemas this year.

Entertainment Desk

Zakiya Sultana Kornia is one of the popular singers in
Bangladesh’s music scene.

Alongside her singing career, she is serving as a judge on
RTV’s reality show Little Star Season 2. She is also busy
working on new music and performing live on stage.

Asked about her experience as a judge on RTV Little Star
Season 2, Kornia said taking on the role for the first time had
been a unique experience.

“When the organisers put their trust in me, | try my best to live
up to their expectations.

I want to judge each contestant’s singing fairly, without letting
emotions or other factors influence my decisions,” she said.
Veteran pop singer Ferdous Wahid and singer Liza are also on
the judging panel.

Kornia herself rose to fame through a reality show. Does sit-
ting on the other side of the judging table bring back memo-

Richi Solaiman returns to TV
serial after long hiatus

Entertainment Desk

Richi Solaiman, once a familiar
face on Bangladeshi television, is
returning to a long-running TV
serial after after a long hiatus. She
will be seen in the upcoming seri-
al Al Junior, directed by Nazrul
Islam Raju. Richi, who was once
a regular performer in television
dramas, became less active in act-
ing after moving to the United States with her family.
However, she has been living in Bangladesh for the past few
years and has gradually increased.

‘Street Fighter’ released
In Bangladesh

Entertainment Desk

Movies based on video games have been gaining popularity in
recent years. Examples include ‘A Minecraft Movie’, ‘The
Super Mario Bros. Movie’, ‘Resident Evil’ and ‘Five Nights at
Freddy’s’. In continuation of this, Capcom’s popular hand-to-
hand combat game ‘Street Fighter” has come to the big screen.

ries of her own journey as a contestant?

“Of course, it does. | was once in the same position, trying to
prove myself through a competition.

Having gone through that experience, | understand how
important this stage is for a contestant,” she said.

Kornia is now planning to release several new solo and duet
tracks.

Known for winning over audiences with her stage performanc-
es, she was also asked whether she might venture into model-
ling or acting.

“Not really. 1 have modelled for fashion features in various
newspapers and magazines, but those opportunities came
mainly at their invitation.

I never pursued modelling because | wanted to become a
model. | have no particular plans to act either.

I might try something different for fun, but | want to remain a
singer first and foremost. Music is my passion, and | want to
keep moving forward with it,” she said.
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All Blacks back on track after
South Africa Wake-up
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<
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the foot on the throat."

Two of New Zealand's tries
| came from rejuvenated full-
) back Beauden Barrett, who
4 was largely overlooked during
their recent "Rugby's Greatest
Rivalry" series against South
Africa.

Injuries opened the door again
§ against Australia and the 147-
Test veteran jumped at the
chance, with Rennie full of

praise.
"It just highlights how fortu-
nate we are,” he said.

New Zealand coach Dave Rennie hailed his
team's “"character and courage" after two deci-
sive victories over Australia put their 3-1
series defeat to world champions South Africa
in the rearview mirror.

Following a 50-19 thrashing of the Wallabies
in Auckland last week, New Zealand were
equally dominant in crushing them 43-21 on
Saturday.

Their devastating first-half in Sydney to take
a 36-7 lead into the break was vintage All
Blacks, with six tries in the bag to leave
Australia shellshocked.

"That was excellent," said Rennie. "A lot of
stuff that we did well last week, we were able
to put 40 minutes of that together.

"Quality of the carry, winning races and bru-
tality around the clean-out, and then quality of
the decision making, the pass selection to put
people in space. | thought we were really clin-
ical.

"I'm proud of the character and the courage,”
he added. "But disappointed that we weren't
as clinical (in the second half). | think if we'd
scored a couple early, it would have really put

"Beauden's experience, com-
munication, the quality of his
decision-making is excellent. It's great having
him in the mix."

The All Blacks went into the Sydney game
with a slew of players out with injuries,
including Ardie Savea, Leroy Carter, Caleb
Clarke, Ruben Love, and Richie Mo'unga.
Knocks to Shannon Frizell and Samisoni
Taukei'aho added to the casualty list ahead of
travelling to Europe for the culmination of the
Nations Championship next month.

Skipper Codie Taylor said he was proud of
how the team bounced back after the South
Africa disappointment.

"We had an honest look at ourselves after that
RGR, and you know, as always, you're never
satisfied and we probably walked away from
that pretty gutted," he said.

"But also knowing that we were playing a
brand of rugby that we could be really proud
of and really grow on.

"To go and play in New Zealand and (win) the
Bledisloe (Cup), and then a real mental chal-
lenge this week around owning the standards
that we want to have in this team and step up.
"l thought we did that for majority of the
game, so really proud of the lads."

Williams lifts Valkyries
past Dream in WNBA
Finals opener
Sports Desk

Gabby Williams scored a game-
high 26 points, including four
key free throws in the final 1:18
as the Golden State Valkyries
held off the Atlanta Dream 68-
64 in game one of the WNBA
Finals on Saturday.

Williams, runner-up to Atlanta's
Angel Reese in Defensive
Player of the Year voting, has
emerged as an offensive force
for the Valkyries in the playoffs.
She carried the scoring load on a
tough shooting night for the
hosts -- who didn't have another
player score in double figures.
She took some time to warm up,
going scoreless in the first quar-
ter as the Valkyries got off to a
tentative start in front of a rau-
cous crowd at Chase Center
arena.

"Once we all started having fun
and the excitement got out, we
started to kind of find our way,"
Williams, who erupted for 16
points in the second quarter,
said in an on-court interview.
"There was a lid on that basket
tonight, but that's why we rely
on our defense," she said.
Golden State trailed by one with
1:18 remaining when Williams
seized the rebound off a miss by
Atlanta's Allisha Gray and was
fouled by Reese.

Williams made both free-throws
to put the Valkyries up 65-64
and added another pair of free
throws to seal the win with 4.1
seconds left.

Gray, the Dream's leading scor-
er, returned after missing two
games with a hand injury and
scored 19 points.

Davidovich Fokina beats
rising star Jodar to win

Bangladesh suffer crushing
99-run defeat to Zimbabwe

Sports Desk

Bangladesh kicked off their tri-nation ODI
series campaign in disappointing fashion as
they endured a 99-run defeat to Zimbabwe at
Sheikh Zayed Stadium in Abu Dhabi, UAE
on Saturday.

Zimbabwe recovered from a shaky start to
post 271-8, a target that Bangladesh found
tough to deal with and eventually were
bowled out for just 172 in 33.4 overs.
Opener Tanzid Hasan Tamim fought a lone
battle to be the top-scorer with 46 runs. The
defeat once again exposed Bangladesh's bat-
ting frailties after their bowlers had initially
put Zimbabwe under pressure.

Soumya Sarkar fell for 9, caught off Blessing
Muzarabani, before Tanzid provided some
resistance with an aggressive knock. Najmul
Hossain Shanto scored 13, while captain
Towhid Hridoy also made 13 before being
trapped leg-before by Sikandar Raza.
Hridoy's dismissal at 97-4 left Bangladesh
struggling to keep pace with the required run

Zakir's grit,

rate. The wickets continued to tumble at reg-
ular intervals, leaving the visitors with little
chance of mounting a comeback.

A late 32-run partnership off 26 balls
between Rishad Hossain and Taskin Ahmed
reduced the margin of defeat. Rishad scored
23, while Taskin remained unbeaten on 16.
Brad Evans led Zimbabwe's bowling attack
with four wickets, while Raza and
Masakadza claimed two wickets apiece.
Earlier, Zimbabwe recovered from a shaky
start to post a respectable total after being
sent in to bat. Taskin struck early, leaving
Zimbabwe reeling at 24-3, but Brendan
Taylor and Craig Ervine steadied the innings
with a crucial 150-run fourth-wicket partner-
ship. Taylor scored 81 off 101 balls, while
Ervine made 93 off 106 deliveries to guide
Zimbabwe to a competitive total.

Taskin finished with three wickets for 44
runs, while Shoriful Islam and Saif Hassan
claimed two wickets each.

Bangladesh will face Afghanistan in their
next match on October 21.

Bangladesh’s equation
to play tri-nation ODI

series final
Sports Desk

Despite a heavy defeat
against Zimbabwe,
Bangladesh still can play the
final of the tri-nation ODI
series in  United Arab
Emirates if some equation
favours them.

Bangladesh’s fate now partly
depends on the outcome of
the Zimbabwe-Afghanistan
match, which is scheduled to
be held tomorrow (Monday).
The simplest route for
Bangladesh would be for
Zimbabwe to beat
Afghanistan in their second
fixture. If it happens, it will
secure Zimbabwe’s place in
the final and leave
Bangladesh and Afghanistan
to compete for the remaining
spot in their match in
Sharjah on October 21.

In that case, Afghanistan vs
Bangladesh match  would
effectively become a virtual
semifinal, with Bangladesh
needing a victory to keep
their campaign alive.

However, an Afghanistan
victory over Zimbabwe
would complicate

Bangladesh’s qualification
prospects. In that scenario,
Bangladesh would not only
need to defeat Afghanistan
but could also have to rely on
net run rate to determine
their place in the final.
Bangladesh suffered a crush-
ing  99-run defeat to
Zimbabwe in Abu Dhabi on
Saturday, leaving them in a
difficult position in the three-
team tournament. Chasing a
target of 272, Bangladesh
were bowled out for 172,
with their net run rate drop-
ping to -1.980.

Taskln rues battlng
fatlure after
Bangladesh’s defeat

Sports Desk

Bangladesh pacer Taskin Ahmed has expressed his disap-
pointment over the side’s lackluster batting in the tri-nation
ODI series opening game against Zimbabwe, citing the batting
collapse as the key reason behind their 99-run defeat.
Chasing a victory target of 272, after Zimbabwe put up 271-8,
Bangladesh experienced a batting collapse which eventually
bowled them out for just 172 in 33.2 overs.

Taskin said the target was within reach on an otherwise a
friendly batting pitch.

“The pitch was the same as it was yesterday, and we bowled
well. A little bit of a twist was going to get us punished. 272
was definitely chase-able,” Taskin said after the match.

“In these conditions, it was necessary to chase. We should
have done it. We did not play well and could not build a part-
nership. The match would have been different had we could
build some partnerships. There are regular mistakes in batting.
The consistency in bowling has also improved a bit. | think the
batters should have won this match.”

Taskin claimed 3-44 in 10 overs in the match to be standout
amongst the Bangladeshi bowler. His opening burst which
saw them got three wickets in first six overs left Zimbabwe in
precarious situation but they recovered through steady 150-
run partnership between Craig Ervine and Brendan Taylor to
post a competitive total.

The lanky Bangladesh fast blower praised Zimbabwe's batters
for building partnerships and handling pressure on a
favourable batting surface, qualities he felt Bangladesh lacked
during their chase.

“A few days ago, the Test in Abu Dhabi was also drawn. This
pitch is good for scoring runs. Partnerships could have been
built if we had wanted. They did that. They handled the good
balls very well and punished the bad ones,” he said.

“They showed that no matter how much pressure there is, it is
possible to score well if you build a partnership on a good
pitch.”

The Bangladesh pacer said the defeat should serve as a reali-
ty check for the team, stressing that both batters and bowlers
must take responsibility for improving overall performance.
“This has been a reality check. We have understood that there
are some areas that need to be improved. This is not an indi-
vidual game. Individual performances by one or two players
do not matter if the team cannot win. We have to improve as
a team. Batters and bowlers are equally responsible,” he said.
He also weighed in on criticism of the team's local coaching
staff following the defeat, arguing that coaching credentials
should not be judged solely on whether coaches are local or
foreign.

“Whether the coaching staff is local or foreign, the basic the-
ory is the same. It is not that everything in the world will turn
upside down when a foreign coach comes. Local coaches are
also quite capable. They have played at a good level and are
coaching well,” Taskin said.

He added that the scrutiny of local coaches often intensified
after defeats, while victories tended to attract less discussion
about their role.

“It's not about domestic or foreign. It's all about results. If you
win, everything is fine,” he said.

Shanghai Masters

Sports Desk

Alejandro Davidovich Fokina fought back to beat rising
star Rafael Jodar in the final of the Shanghai Masters on
Sunday to claim the biggest title of his career.

The gutsy world number 26 from Spain outlasted his tiring
compatriot 1-6, 7-6 (7/5), 6-4.

"I don't know what to say, | don't know what | feel. Just like
a huge relief," Davidovich Fokina said.

Itis a first title at the prestigious 1000 level for the 27-year-
old, who extended his winning streak in China to 10 match-
es after claiming victory at an ATP 250 tournament in
Chengdu.

The 20-year-old Jodar, ranked 13 and rising fast, was ruth-
less to start with. He reached over his shoulder to save a
point before winning it with an overhead smash as he broke
for a swift 2-0 lead. Davidovich Fokina put pressure on his
backhand, but Jodar kept calm as his opponent succumbed
to a series of errors. Jodar broke again for 5-1 before clos-
ing out the first set after just 27 minutes with an ace.
Davidovich Fokina dropped serve to hand Jodar a 3-2 lead
in the second set, but finally came up with some answers in

the next game, falling on his back to save a point at the net
and level at 3-3.

Both men battled to hold serve in a run of intense rallies,
with the duo needing to restart a point during the ninth
game when a ball rolled onto the court.

Davidovich Fokina was shouting in frustration but saved
two break points to go up 6-5 when Jodar returned into the
net. But the younger Spaniard would not crumble, sending
down a dangerous backhand to force a tie-break.
Davidovich Fokina held his nerve in the tie-break to force a
decider. He was suddenly in control, breaking Jodar's serve
in the first game. Jodar grabbed back a break but the older
man led 3-2 when Jodar fired long.

Jodar needed a medical timeout for his right thigh at 4-3
down. He buckled in pain during a must-win ninth game,
keeping the match alive for a bit longer but needing a train-
er for his left thigh when trailing 5-4.

Davidovich Fokina sensed victory and claimed the title on
his second championship point. "This is going to be a mem-
ory for the rest of my life," the victor said during the trophy
ceremony. He also commended his opponent. "You are 20-
years-old but man, you have a future. And you're gonna be
here many times."

Mahfizul's century
highlight NCL action

Sports Desk

The third round of National
Cricket League (NCL) kicked
off yesterday with Mymensingh
batter Mahfizul Islam Robin hit-
ting a century to put his side in
a strong position.

Sylhet captain Zakir Hasan also
caught the attention by battling
through a challenging innings
with a fighting 71.

In the Sylhet-Rangpur
encounter at Bir Shrestha
Shaheed Flight Lieutenant
Motiur Rahman Stadium in
Chattogrm, Sylhet were bowled
out for 179 in 68 overs hefore
Rangpur reached 32-1 in 13
overs at stumps. Meanwhile,
Mymensingh ended the day at
226-4 in 86 overs against
Dhaka,  thanks largely to
Mahfizul's unbeaten 116 at
Cox's Bazar Stadium.

Zakir led Sylhet's resistance
with a patient 71 off 135 balls,
hitting two fours and a six.
Despite losing partners at regu-

Agha hits hundred as Pakistan
make 305 |n tri-series opener

Sports Desk

Salman Agha returned to
international cricket with a
century to lift Pakistan to 305
in the one-day tri-series open-
er against Sri Lanka in
Rawalpindi on Sunday.

The 32-year-old scored a 90-
ball 107 with a six and ten
fours to anchor

Pakistan, who were bowled
out in 49.5 overs after they
were sent in to bat on a good-
paced pitch.

Agha had a miserable last

three months.

He was sent home ahead of the third Test in
England in August after leading the team in
the first match.

Agha hit two consecutive boundaries off
pacer Asitha Fernando to complete his fourth
one-day international hundred, finally falling
to the same bowler in the 47th over.

He added 97 runs for the fifth wicket with
Hasan Nawaz (37) and another 64 for the
sixth with Arafat Minhas, who made 18.
Left-arm pacer Dilshan Madushanka had jolt-

ed Pakistan with the wickets of openers Saim
Ayub (seven) and Fakhar Zaman (16).
Debutant Saad Baig scored a brisk 40-ball 39
with two sixes and three fours.

Along with Babar Azam (45) they lifted the
score during their 74-run stand.

Fast bowler Eshan Malinga dismissed both in
successive overs to halt

Pakistan's progress before Agha came into his
own. Malinga was the pick of the Sri Lanka
bowlers with a career-best 4-46 while
Fernando took 3-59. England are the third

Nahida named Bangladesh
Women's T20 captain

Sports Desk

The Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB) has appointed left-arm
spinner Nahida Akter as the captain of the Bangladesh
women's T20 team for a one-year term.

The 26-year-old replaced Nigar Sultana Joty, who recently
stepped down from the role, citing the reason to focus on her
batting.

Nahida, Bangladesh's leading wicket-taker in women's T20
internationals, has established herself as one of the best spin-
ners in the format.

lar intervals, the captain

team in the tri-series.

Messi brace Iifts Inter Miami

Sports Desk

Lionel Messi scored twice in
the space of four minutes to
lift Inter Miami to a 3-1 victo- .
ry at Atlanta United on
Saturday as the Herons' MLS
title defense continued to gain
steam with the playoffs
approaching.

The 39-year-old superstar tops
the Major League Soccer scor-
ing chart with 25 goals, six
ahead of Croatian striker Petar
Musa of FC Dallas and

|n Atlanta

Wednesday, won their third
straight game under Cristian
"Kily" Gonzalez, who took
over as coach last month.
Fafa Picault converted a
penalty in the 89th minute to
pull a goal back for Atlanta,
but at second-from-bottom in
the  Eastern  Conference
Gerardo Martino's team are
running out of time to turn
things around in time to reach
the playoffs.

- St. Louis streak ends -
Elsewhere, St. Louis City's

Philadelphia's Milan lloski.

At the same Atlanta stadium where Messi helped Argentina
beat England in the World Cup semi-finals in July, Messi
delivered two scintillating goals to secure Miami's third
straight victory.

German Berterame, who put Miami up 1-0 in the 45th minute,
turned provider, finding Messi who weaved through the
Atlanta defense to unleash a left footed shot from the center of
the box and make it 2-0 in the 56th minute.

Four minutes later Messi struck again, breaking away on a
pass from Luis Suarez and getting the better of hapless Junior
Alonso to fire past Atlanta keeper Lucas Hoyos.

Messi had helped put Miami on top shortly before halftime,
heading the ball to Suarez who shook off his defender in the
box and lofted a pass that Berterame nodded home to make it
1-0.

Messi was credited with an assist, that saw him pull level with
LAFC's Son Heung-min atop the assists table. Messi is the
first player in MLS history to record at least 15 assists in three
straight seasons.

Messi now has four goals in three matches since his emotion-
al Argentina send-off. Miami, who clinched a playoff berth on

MLS record-tying 19-match unbeaten streak ended with a 3-2

loss at Minnesota as Philadelphia's undefeated run reached 15
matches with a 2-2 draw with Charlotte.

Canadian Marcus Caldeira scored the game winner for
Minnesota in the 86th minute after United fell behind early on
St. Louis goals by Brazilian forward Rafael Navarro and South
Korean winger Jeong Sang-bin.

Aziel Jackson answered for Minnesota in the 49th minute and
Kelvin Yeboah netted the equalizer in the 68th.

St. Louis City, already headed to the playoffs for the first time
since 2023, missed the chance to break the MLS unbeaten
streak mark it now shares with Columbus, Dallas and Inter
Miami. City also saw their MLS-record 21-match unbeaten
streak across all competitions snapped.

City had not lost an MLS match since falling 2-0 at Austin on
May 3, with 13 victories and six drawn in the run.
Philadelphia had won eight MLS matches in a row before the
fightback home draw with Charlotte.

Philadelphia lost 6-4 at Miami on May 24 but since then the
Union have won 12 times and drawn three, taking 39 of a pos-
sible 45 points since Ryan Richter took over as interim head
coach during the league's World Cup break.



[§Country

The Daily Bangla Sky

Dhaka : Monday 19 October 2026

Residents form

numan chain n

Brahmanbaria over land grabbing

allegation, fear of ¢

ash at any moment

Ali Mia, identifying himself
as vice-president of Talshahar
Purba Union BNP, and his
people have illegally con-
structed wall and boundary
wall on their purchased land.
There has been a long-stand-
= ing dispute over this. They

- claim that they have been pos-
sessing that land for about 50
years. About 30 years ago a
case was filed in court over
the land. They also claimed
that they got verdict in their
favor in the lower court and
district judge court in that
case.

M. Badal Khandaker (District Correspondent)

Local residents formed a human chain against
Ali Mia and his associates on allegations of
land grabbing, harassment and threats in
Telinagar area of Talshahar Purba Union,
Brahmanbaria Sadar Upazila. The human
chain was held in Telinagar area on Friday
(October 16) at noon.

Local residents including women and men
took part in the human chain. At that time,
Rahmat Ali and Md. Roman Mia delivered
speeches. They said, the amount of our land is
85 decimals, former dag numbers
2126/2127/2128, present dag 7076/7077. It is
mentioned that in 2006 we got verdict from
the lower court and in 2008 from the Judge
Court. Since the fall of the government, he
has been threatening us identifying himself as
the vice-president of Union BNP.

Besides, Habibur Rahman, Humayun Kabir,
Dulal Mia, Jahangir Mia, Harun Mia, Aslam
Mia and Mujibur Rahman along with local
residents were present.

In the human chain, the victims alleged that

The victims alleged that even after getting the
court verdict, Ali Mia and his men have con-
structed boundary wall on their land by exert-
ing influence. Ali Mia forcibly occupied the
land and put up a signboard for sale. In addi-
tion, they are being harassed and threatened
in various ways. They alleged that they have
even been threatened that they will not be
allowed to live in the area.

Speakers at the human chain said that they
have been suffering immensely due to the
long-standing dispute over land. They
claimed that due to the influence and harass-
ment of the accused, they cannot even live
peacefully in their own houses.

At that time, the victims sought urgent inter-
vention of the administration to determine the
boundary of the land, to get back possession
of their own land and to stop harassment. At
the same time, they demanded to investigate
the allegation and take necessary legal action.
During the human chain, accused Ali Mia
obstructed.

Local residents claimed that bloody clash
may occur centering the said land.

Banglacesh Jamaat-e-Islami. In the said

program, the Chairman candidate o for

14 No. Haitkandi Union and all Ward
Member candidates were present

Special Correspondent

An election workers' conference of the 14 No. Haitkandi
Unihon Parishad of Mirsarai Upazila was held at the initiative
of Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami. In the said program, the
Chairman candidate of Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami for 14
No. Haitkandi Union and all Ward Member candidates were
present. Besides, all leaders and supporters of Bangladesh
Jamaat-e-Islami of 14 No. Haitkandi Union were also present.
In the said conference, various directive discussions were held
regarding the upcoming Chairman election under the Ministry
of Local Government.

Electricity Consumers’ Forum Calls
Half-Day Hartal in Rangpur

Mirsharal Library Comes Alive with Autumn
Poetry, Book Reading and Baul Music

By Jewel Nag, MIRSHARAI, Chattogram

The premises of Rokeya Sattar Memorial
Mirsharai,

Library in Purba Govania,
Chattogram, came alive with
autumn poetry, literary read-
ings and the soulful melodies
of Baul music as a three-day
book-reading festival con-
cluded with a vibrant cultural
programme.

The closing ceremony of the
festival, organised by the
Mirsharai Upazila branch of |
Jugantor Shwajan Samabesh,
was held on Saturday after-
noon, October 17. The event
brought together poets, writ-
ers, readers and cultural enthusiasts through a
variety of literary and cultural activities.
Participants recited nature-themed poems by
Rabindranath Tagore, Kazi Nazrul Islam and
Jibanananda Das, celebrating the beauty of
autumn. The programme also featured recita-
tions of original poems written by partici-
pants. The festival aimed to promote the joy
of reading and foster a reading habit among
people, with the concluding session highlight-
ing creativity and literary expression.
Tanvirul Kader, Assistant Commissioner
(Land) of Mirsharai and administrator of
Mirsharai Municipality, attended the pro-
gramme as the chief guest. He welcomed ini-
tiatives that encourage people to read books,
expressed solidarity with creative and cultur-
al activities, and pledged to support the over-
all development of the areas surrounding the
library.

Professor Akhtaruzzaman presided over the
ceremony, while poet and journalist Mahbub
Palash, founder of the library, conducted the
programme.

Special guests included former Mirsharai
Press Club president Nurul Alam; Professor
Shamsunnahar; newly elected president of the
Mirsharai Upazila Press Club Rajib
Majumder; Chattogram-based poet and writer
Alamgir Hossain; poet and social worker
Rafia Dolly; poets and writers Nigar Sultana

Sarees, lungis

and Rehena Akter; poet Shahadat Hossain
Liton; Lutful Kabir Bhuiyan; Master Hossain
Sabuj; poet and teacher Shiuli Barua; poet

and teacher Saifuddin Mir Shahin; Master
Mazharul Haque; Maulana Alauddin; Taslima
Chowdhury Surabhi; Md Alamgir Hossain;
Jalil Master; Shakti Majumder; and Muslim
Uddin.

Journalists Nasir Uddin and Imam Hossain,
along with Jabed Hossain, Sanwar Islam
Roni, Shihab Uddin Shiblu, Azmal Hossain,
Haradhan Chakraborty, Rakibul Hasan and
Tabibur Rahman, also addressed the gather-
ing, among others.

During the closing session, participants in dif-
ferent categories of the book-reading pro-
gramme were presented with awards. Five
distinguished poets selected by Khabarika—
Sittul Muna, Rafia Dolly, Nigar Sultana,
Rehena Akter and Mahbuba Chowdhury—
were also honoured. Poet Alamgir Hossain
received the crest on behalf of Mahbuba
Chowdhury.

The festival concluded on a melodious note
with performances of Lalon songs by Sujan
Baul and Shubhashree, who travelled from
Chattogram. Their soulful renditions captivat-
ed the audience, bringing the three-day festi-
val to a memorable close.

Blending poetry, book reading and traditional
Baul music, the festival concluded with
renewed hopes of advancing literary pursuits,
cultivating reading habits and strengthening
cultural activities in the community.

control drive to prevent dengue

Khulna Correspondent

Khulna City Corporation (KCC) has conducted a cleanliness
and mosquito control drive around the Government Majid
Memorial City College hostel to prevent dengue in the city.
The drive was part of the Prime Minister's three-month nation-
wide cleanliness campaign, under which KCC has been con-
ducting regular operations across the metropolitan area.

KCC Administrator Nazrul Islam Manju inspected the cam-
paign on Saturday morning. The drive, conducted with techni-
cal assistance from the World Health Organization (WHO),
covered areas up to Nirala intersection in Ward No. 26.
During the operation, volunteers removed water hyacinths
from the pond beside the college hostel, drained stagnant
water, cleaned drains, removed waste and sprayed mosquito
repellent. Manju told journalists and local dignitaries that
water samples from the pond would be tested at Khulna
University's laboratory to assess water quality and determine
its suitability for recreational use. Depending on the test
results, the KCC would take initiatives to encourage residents
to use the pond for swimming and other physical activities, he
added. KCC officials, Healthy City Forum members, around
50 BD Clean volunteers, local residents, community leaders
and people from various professions participated in the drive.
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Citizen and consumer rights protection com-
mittees in Rangpur have been carrying out
continuous movements  with  various
demands, including the
removal of prepaid electricity [P
meters, cancellation of the |
project, and an end to con-
sumer harassment. As part of
this ongoing movement, a
half-day hartal has now been
called in Rangpur from 6:00
am to 12:00 noon on
November 30, with five-point
demands.

The programme was
announced at a press confer-
ence held in front of Rangpur

At the press conference, Anwar Hossain
Bablu, convener of the Electricity
Consumers’ Forum, Rangpur, said, “For a
long time, NESCO has been forcing con-
sumers to accept prepaid meters. These
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Press Club on Sunday
(October 18), under the banner of the
“Electricity Consumers’ Forum, Rangpur”.
The press conference was addressed by
Anwar Hossain Bablu, convener of the
Electricity Consumers’ Forum, Rangpur,
member Arefin Titu, and other leaders. At the
press conference, five demands were raised,
and it was stated that if these demands are not
fulfilled before November 30, a half-day har-
tal will be observed on that day.

The demands are: (1) All forcibly installed
prepaid meters must be removed immediate-
ly, and the previous digital postpaid meters
must be reintroduced. (2) Excessive billing in
the name of meters must be stopped. (3)
Demand charges must be stopped. (4) Mental
harassment of consumers must be stopped.
(5) The anti-people prepaid meter installation
project of NESCO must be completely can-

meters have become an additional burden on
consumers who are already suffering.
Previously, the monthly electricity bill for an
ordinary meter was Tk 1,000, but now con-
sumers have to pay Tk 3,000 with prepaid
meters. Therefore, prepaid meters must be
removed. At the same time, this project from
the Awami League era must be cancelled.”

He said, “Rangpur is a poverty-stricken
region. With the income people earn, it is now
difficult to make a living amid the prices of
essential commodities. On top of that, various
irregularities in the electricity department,
continuous load-shedding, and exorbitant
electricity bills have made people's lives
unbearable. Therefore, to draw the attention
of the head of government to the issue and to
implement the demands, we are announcing a
programme for a full-scale half-day hartal on
Monday, November 30, from 6:00 am to

distributed
among poor In
Naogaon

Naogaon Correspondent

Member of Parliament for
Naogaon-3 (Badalgachhi-
Mahadebpur) constituency
Md Fazle Huda Babul dis-
tributed sarees and lungis
among poor and distressed
people of the Hindu commu-
nity in Mahadebpur upazila
of the district yesterday on
the occasion of Sharadiya
Durga Puja.

The distribution programme
began at 11.00 am at
Jahangirpur Model High
School ground of the upazi-
la.

Ratan Kumar Mondal, con-
vener of the Mahadebpur
Upazila Puja Celebration
Front, presided over the pro-
gramme.

Former Mahadebpur Upazila
Parishad chairman and for-
mer upazila BNP general
secretary Abdus  Sattar
Nannu, BNP senior vice-
president Jaharul Islam,
vice-president Md Akkas Ali
and BNP organising secre-
tary and former upazila vice-
chairman Abdus Sattar,

among others, attended the

celled without the consent of the general pub-
lic.

Mosque-temple in same compound stands
as testament to communal harmony

Rangpur Correspondent

In the district town of Lalmonirhat, a mosque and a temple
standing side by side within the same compound have become
a unique testament to Bangladesh’s century-old tradition of
communal harmony.

Located in the Kalibari area of Lalmonirhat town, the Puran
Bazar Jame Mosque and the Kalibari Central Temple have
served for generations as shining examples of religious toler-
ance.

On one side, the sounds of gongs, bells and _ulu-dhwani_
(ceremonial ululation) resonate, while just six feet away, the
sacred call to prayer, known as the _Adhan_, rings out.
There are no walls or artificial divisions. Places of worship for
two different faiths stand facing each other in the same court-
yard, with mutual respect. Talking to President of the Puran
Bazar Jame Mosque Committee Amirul Hayat Ahmed Bakul
and President and Head Priest of Kalibari Central Temple
Shankar Chakraborty recounted the history of the mosque and
the temple, which together stand as a unique example of har-
mony and brotherhood. They said the Kalibari Central Temple
was established there in 1836. Later, a market began operating
in the area. In 1900, local traders and pious Muslims estab-
lished the mosque beside the temple for their religious obser-
vances, in consultation with members of the Sanatan commu-
nity. Since then, members of the two communities have peace-
fully carried out their respective religious activities at the two
places of worship without any disputes, setting a remarkable
example of communal harmony. Members of the Sanatan
community are now celebrating Sharodiyo Durga Puja, their
greatest religious festival, with ululation and music in one part
of the compound, while Muslims perform their five daily
prayers and other religious rituals in another part of the court-
yard.

12:00 noon.

event.
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Couple held with 20,200
tapentadol tablets

Dinajpur Correspondent

Police arrested a couple with 20,200 Indian tapentadol tablets
during a special anti-narcotics drive in the district town last
night.

Superintendent of Police Md Zedan Al Musa confirmed the
information to at midnight on Saturday.

Acting on a tip-off, a police team conducted a special drive
around 10:30 pm at a house in Rail Line Par area near
Nimnagar Fulbari Bus Stand in the town and recovered 20,200
tapentadol tablets, concealed inside the house, and arrested the
couple on charges of storing and selling the narcotic drugs.
The arrestees were identified as Md Sohel Rana, 35, and his
wife Lucky Begum, 30, residents of the Sipahipara
Dhakaiyapatti Linepar area near Fulbari Bus Stand.

During the operation, police also seized a motorcycle alleged-
ly used for transporting drugs, two bags, Taka 40,000 in cash
suspected to be proceeds from drug sales and five mobile
phones. A case was filed with Kotwali Police Station against
the couple.

Cleanlines Dli Acrs
Wards Initiated by
Pirojpur Municipality

Pirojpur Correspondent.

A cleanliness drive has been launched across various wards of
Pirojpur Municipality as part of efforts to prevent dengue.
Beginning this Sunday afternoon, the mosquito-control oper-
ation focused on clearing stagnant water from ditches, canals,
and drains in the Uttarpara and Palpara areas, alongside the
removal of weeds. Larvicides and adulticides were sprayed to
curb the breeding of Aedes mosquitoes.

Present at the event were Mahmudur Rahman Mamun,
Additional Deputy Commissioner (General) and
Administrator of Pirojpur Municipality; Municipal Executive
Officer Boni Amin; Administrative Officer Jamal Hossain;
and Touhidul Islam, Organizing Secretary of the Pirojpur unit
of the BNP.

Other attendees included municipal officials, representatives
from civil society, and members of the media.

Similar mosquito-control and cleanliness drives are currently
underway across various upazilas and municipalities in
Pirojpur district to combat dengue. Mahmudur Rahman
Mamun, Additional Deputy Commissioner (General) and
Administrator of Pirojpur Municipality, stated that such pub-
lic-welfare initiatives to tackle dengue will continue.
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